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Chairman's MessageChairman's Message  
by Mike Benner 

 

G reetings, 
 
Looking at the weather forecast, we in the NW might still get to see spring.  Thinking back, 2008/2009 had 
to be the longest coldest snowiest winter I can remember.  

 
There is no doubt you have all read General Motors (GM®) is experiencing financial problems.  Of the big three auto makers in the USA, GM 
and Chrysler had the most problems staying profitable.  The theory is consumers are reluctant to purchase vehicles when there is an 
underlying question of job security, followed by vehicle quality, fuel economy and resale value. 
 
I have a friend that co-manages a Chevrolet dealership in Portland.  He says the restructuring of GM will likely end up with GM filing 
Chapter 11 Bankruptcy.  Bankruptcy protection will allow GM to restructure debt and renegotiate contracts with the mighty U.A.W. union.  
Hummer and Saturn brands will eventually be discontinued.  Buick and Pontiac will see their offerings reduced.  GM’s selection of light 
trucks and large SUVs will also see some modifications.  Some of the 5500 GM dealers in the USA will not make it through the restructuring.   
 
GM recently announced a customer “Total Confidence” program.  It is designed to give buyers some peace of mind regarding resale value on 
GM products.  In addition, GM assures your car payments will be made if you lose your job 90 days or more after buying the car.  It is 
thought GM is still a solid company and has the infrastructure to emerge a stronger more disciplined auto manufacturer.  The new GM will 
produce more fuel efficient models, eliminate non profitable product lines, reduce overhead by closing inefficient plants and drastically reduce 
labor costs.  GM’s “total customer satisfaction” program will allow the local dealers to be more understanding regarding questionable 
warranty issues.  GM management will treat the new labor force as internal customers rather than labor union members.  The good news, 
Corvettes including ZR1s will be manufactured as usual in 2010.  Our hobby will continue.  It might be time to put a new GM product in your 
garage. 
 
The chapter has lots of wonderful activities for 2009.  Consult the chapter “state of the art” website for details. 
www.nwncrs.org  

 M a y  -  J u n e  2 0 0 9  

2009 Events Schedule2009 Events Schedule2009 Events Schedule   

June 21 Father’s Day Picnic      Lk. Samammish, WA 
June 28 Judging School         Olympia, WA 
Jul 12-16 National Convention        San Jose, CA 
Aug 21-23    Super Chapter Meet        Leavenworth, WA 
Sep 26 Terminator Party        Sherwood, OR 
Oct 3 Judging School         Wilsonville, OR 
TBA Holiday Party          To be announced (TBA) 
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Region VIII Directors 
Message 

by Arland Dower 
 
 

 
 On A Personal Note… 
 

A ll the past articles submitted to the Front 
Bumper with my name on them have purposely 
been related to what we do in this hobby and 

that’s the way it should be. This one is personal so I’m 
asking for your indulgence. Since the last week in 
February until today in mid April, I have had the 
symptoms and side effects of a fairly rare form of 
meningitis (the non contagious type). Details and 
specifics aren’t important but there are three main 
reasons I wanted to make it public. 
 
1) Since traveling was out of the question, I was not able 
to attend the national board meeting in the St. Louis area 
during March. Thanks to technology, I was able to take 
part in conference calls, phone calls, emails, etc. so that 
my participation was full and complete, excepting my 
presence at the meeting. My voting was accomplished by 
proxy according to the national bylaws and I wanted to 
thank the directors involved for their cooperation and 
assistance. 
 
2) Ever since the last week in February, there have been 
numerous phone calls and cards received by well 
wishing NCRS friends. Each one of these has provided a 
very bright spot for both Kay and me during some fairly 
dark days. I wanted to express a very heartfelt thank you 
to each of you for taking the time to communicate your 
thoughts. 
 
3) Last and certainly not least, the doctors don’t think 
there will be any permanent damage although there are 
some lingering symptoms. There is no question that a 

Editors Rambling’s 
by Eric Falk 

 
Okay, okay, I’m ready for dry weather.  As 
I’m writing this I have just returned from a 
four day vacation (Spring Break) that was to 
have taken Connie, the kids and I to beautiful 

Victoria, British Columbia.  We  were to sail aboard the 
Victoria Clipper from Seattle to Victoria, where we would 
disembark and travel the long journey across the street to our 
hotel.  
 
Connie and I managed to keep the entire trip a secret from 
the kids.  No matter how hard they pressured us, we didn’t 
reveal the trips destination.  All they knew was there was 
water involved and they needed to get up at 5 AM.  Once 
they were in the car we drove to Seattle.  We pulled up in 
front of the terminal and told them where we were going.  
Excitement escaped each of them as they looked at the boat 
that was rocking to and fro and banged against the dock from 
the large waves.   
 
Their lack of excitement could have something to do with 
the choice of family movie the previous evening– White 
Squall.  Not the best choice to see the night before an 
adventure upon any sailing vessel.  Oh well, no big deal.  We 
assured them we would be traveling in Puget Sound, not out 
in areas of the Atlantic or Pacific ocean that are notorious for 
severe storms. 
 
We parked the car and checked in for the trip at 7 AM.  
There were only about 5 people in the boarding area  when 
we entered; within an hour there were about 100 people.  By 
8 AM (departure time) a nice lady entered the area and made 
an announcement.  “I’m sorry but there is a severe storm 
coming in and the Captain decided it was too dangerous to 
take the boat out.  However, we have 4 tour buses on their 
way to take everyone to Victoria.”  Now I’m not much of a 
betting man but I would have lost a lot of money if someone 

(Continued on page 3) 

full recovery would be due in large part to the 
unrelenting care and support provided by Kay during this 
overwhelming event. 
 
With that said, as things progress back towards normal, 
Kay and I look forward to participating in an upcoming 
NCRS event at the earliest feasible opportunity and 
seeing fellow members. The minutes from the national 
board meeting are printed elsewhere in this newsletter. If 
you have any questions, suggestions, or concerns please 
let me know. Stay well and we hope to see you at a 
future event soon. 
    - Arland 
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would have suggested that was going to happen. 
 
We thought the best part of the trip for the kids was going to 
be traveling aboard the boat so we decided not to ride the 
bus -we cancelled the trip. 
 
So what do you do with 3 kids expecting to go out of town 
for their Spring Break? You think fast as you walk back to 
the car.  As we way approached the Edgewater Hotel I got an 
idea.  Next thing we knew we were booked there for the 
night.  From there we roamed all over Seattle– our own 
backyard.  The kids had a blast seeing things they’ve never 
seen before.  We even did the Underground Seattle Tour, 
which I hadn’t seen for 20 years. 
 
We went to Bellevue after spending two days in Seattle.  It 
was Connie’s birthday and she wanted to go there for dinner.  
When we got to town we found a hotel with a pool, a must 
on vacation.  After dinner we swam until the kids were 
exhausted.  It turned out to be one of the best Spring 
Vacations we’ve ever had.  Unless we were walking from 
store to store (under the eaves and awnings), we were inside 
trying to stay warm and dry on our Northwest Spring 
Vacation. 
 
There are two points of relevance to this story.  The first one 
is having the ability to be flexible.  Like that time on the way 
to or from the judging event when the battery clamp gave up.  
You were flexible and grabbed your vice grips, which 
became the perfect battery clamp.  The second one, and the 
one that seems to be evading all of us lately, is sunny dry 
weather. 
 
The weather report is good so you head to the garage, 
remove the car cover, and grab some quick polish.  After 
giving it a quick detail and topping off any needed fluids you 
open the garage door just in time to see the sky darken 
beyond your wildest dreams.  But before you can react the 
sky opens up and down comes the rain……. or sprinkles, it 
doesn’t matter which because you know you won’t go out 
until it’s dry. 
 
I don’t know about you but I’m about ready to welcome 
“Global Warming”, especially if it comes with warm dry 
weather.  It’s time to get our Corvettes on the roads.  
      
      -Editor 

(Continued from page 2) 

From The Judging 
Chairman 
by Wayne Loron 

 
 
 

B y the time you read this, we will have already 
held the re-scheduled Chapter judging meet in 
Yakima.  As of this writing, we are planning to 

judge seven Corvettes: 59, 60, 62, 63, 66, 67, and an 80.  
The results will be published in the next issue. 
 
On Sunday, June 28th a judging school/mini-meet will be 
held at Larry Johnson’s Corvette & Hi Performance in 
Tumwater, WA.  We will have two 1968 Corvettes for 
newer judges to get judging experience on, while being 
backed-up by Master Judge instructors.  This process 
seems to be the only way for newer judges to gain actual 
judging experience, and do it in a less threatening way 
than at a full blown judging event, such as a Regional 
Meet or a National Convention. 
 
Our joint Chapter judging event with the British 
Columbia Chapter will be in Leavenworth, WA at the 
Enzian Inn on August 21-23, 2009.  We are planning to 
have registration and a classroom judging school on 
Friday, Flight Judging on Saturday, and an awards 
breakfast Sunday morning.  In order to provide quality 
judging, we may need to limit the number of cars judged.  
Preference will be given to cars that have not been 
judged before, and in the order of the date the 
registration was received.  The registration form is 
included in this issue, in the “Driveline” and on the 
Events Calendar page on our Chapter website at 
www.nwncrs.org. 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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British Columbia and Northwest Chapter Meet Registration Form 
August 21-23, 2009 

 
Location:    The Enzian Inn 590 Highway 2 Leavenworth, WA 98826  800-223-8511 

 
Friday, August 21  10:00 am to 6:00 pm Registration 

     1:00 pm to 4:00 pm Judging School 
     6:00 pm to 7:00 pm Welcome Reception 
 All judged cars must be in place by 6:00 pm Friday 

Saturday, August 22  7:30 am to 8:30 am Judges Breakfast 
     8:30 to 8:45 am  Owners Meeting 

9:00 am to 4:00 pm Judging begins-All judged cars must be in place by 6:00 pm  
Evening   Dinner on your own 

Sunday, August 23  8:30 am to 9:30 am Awards Breakfast 
 

NCRS Membership Number ___________ 
Name _____________________________ Spouse/Companion ___________________________ 
Address: ________________________________________ Guest _________________________ 
City ________________________________________State ___________ ZIP ________________ 
Phone ___________________________ Email _________________________________________ 

 
EVENT REGISTRATION 
____ Family Registration (Includes Lunch on Saturday) $50 ($55 after August 1, 2009) $ _____ 
____ Guest Fee (non NCRS member)   $20.00 each    $ _____ 

 
IN ORDER TO PROVIDE QUALITY JUDGING, WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT THE NUMBER OF CARS 
JUDGED.  PREFERENCE WILL BE GIVEN TO CARS THAT HAVE NOT BEEN JUDGED BEFORE, AND IN ORDER 
OF DATE REGISTRATION WAS RECEIVED. 
 

CORVETTE REGISTRATION NOTE:  All Judged Corvettes must remain in place until released by Judging Chairman 
 

Year ______ CID/HP ____________ Coupe ___ Convertible ___ Ext. Color _______________________ 
Complete VIN _______________________________________ (Circle ONE)  Driven/Trailered 
Int. Color ______________________________ (Circle ONE) Vinyl/Leather 
Insurance Company _______________________ Policy Number ___________________ Expiration Date ______ 
___ Flight Judging Entry   $35      $ _____ 
___ Sportsman Entry   $15      $ _____ 
 
  Fees are not refundable after AUGUST 1, 2009 

Total Enclosed (Make check payable to: NW/NCRS)    $ _____ 
 Send to Wayne Loron, 18006 SE 256th St., Kent, WA 98042 

 
Meet Co-Chairmen  Arne Chaddock 250-832-7446  Mike Benner 503-625-9171 
Judging Co-Chairmen  Grant Wong 604-430-2549  Wayne Loron 253-638-6763 

 
JUDGING  PARTICIPATION 
 
Name __________________________________  Name _________________________________ 
Flight Judge ______ Judging Level __________ Flight Judge _____ Judging Level _____ 
1st Choice _________        2nd Choice _________ 1st Choice ________ 2nd Choice ________ 
Ops __ Int ___ Ext ___ Mech ____ Chassis ____ Ops ___ Int ___ Ext ___ Mech ___ Chassis ___ 
Observer Judge ______  Tabulator ______  Observer Judge ______   Tabulator_____ 

 
Anyone attending this event, whether you bring a Corvette or not, must read and sign the following Hold Harmless Agreement.  
Proof of ownership and in-force insurance must be provided at the Meet Registration Desk when you check in, BEFORE the 
car can be operations checked and/or placed in it’s final location for judging. 
 
HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 
I agree to insure my vehicle(s) and property against loss, damage, and liability and to provide proof of such insurance to NCRS 
at time of registration.  I agree to assume the risk of any and all damages or injury and to indemnify and hold harmless NCRS, 
its officers, directors, agents, employees, and chapters for any acts or omissions that may result in the theft, damage, or destruc-
tion of my property or injury to me or to others, occurring during, or as a consequence of, this event. 
 

Signature: ___________________________________________  Date: _________________ 
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NATIONAL CORVETTE RESTORERS SOCIETY 
Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting 

March 28, 2009  
 
 
President Vito Cimilluca was elected to office for another year.  Vito reappointed Mark Lincoln as Vice President and National Ac-
tivities Chairman.  Other one year appointments made by President Cimilluca include; Cece Nelson as secretary, Roy Sinor as Na-
tional Judging Chairman, Gary Mortimer as Merchandising and Membership Manager, John Pirkle as National Corvette Museum 
Representative and Carlton Colclough as Public Relations Coordinator. 
 
Jeff Cook was re-elected as Financial Officer. 
 
Mark Lincoln was appointed the Business Manager – Mark will chair the newly formed Business Management Committee.  Vito 
Cimilluca and Jeff Cook will also be part of the Business Management Committee. 
 
Reconfirmed by the Board was, Vinnie Peters as The Restorer Editor, and Eric Mortimer as the Driveline editor. 
 
Reappointments to the Publications Committee were Dick Whittington, Chairman, Vito Cimilluca and Jeff Cook.  Ed Vignone was 
appointed to replace Mark Lincoln. 
 
Darold Shirwo presented a proposal for the 2012 National Convention.  The Board voted for the 2012 National Convention to be 
held in San Diego, California.  The Board appointed Darold Shirwo as the Convention Chairman. 
 
The Board voted to support six regionals for 2011.  The regionals will be held in the following sites:  Kissimmee, Fl - January 26-
29; Joplin, MO – April 28-30; Wildwood, NJ – May 19-21; London, Ontario Canada – June 9-11; Sacramento, CA – October 6-8; 
Waco, TX – October 20-22. 
 
The Board accepted the proposal submitted to form an NCRS Wichita Kansas Chapter. They are to establish a name for the Chapter 
other than Kansas Chapter since there is a Kansas City Chapter today.  They will be on probation for one year. 
 
John Pirkle reported that the National Corvette Museum expansion is on schedule to be complete by the end of April, 2009 for the 
Labor Day/15th Anniversary Celebration.  NCRS member John Hinckley will be inducted into the NCM Hall of Fame during the 
Labor Day celebration.  John Pirkle also reported that the NCRS Library and Archives is complete and open for business. National 
Corvette Museum now has a new library and archives featuring NCRS and singular Corvette collections.  Betty Harrison, the Ar-
chives Manager says they now have over 900,000 build records, plus service manuals, a collection of Larry Shinoda drawings, and 
1954 full scale drawing and clay model.   
 
Roy Sinor announced that Brian Pearce, current 1978 to 1982 National Team Leader, will take on the added responsibility as the 
1973 to 1977 National Team Leader.  Nick Culcowski is the new 1967 Team Leader.  Roy also announced a new award, NCRS 
Challenge Car Award to recognize unique 1988, 1989 and 1990 Corvette race cars.  Quality Assurance & Training Advisors remain 
the same.  Gary Chestnut is the 1956-57 manual coordinator.  Dave Heitzman is now the Solid Axle manual coordinator.  Mike 
Murray is now the 1965-1967 Technical Information Manual & Judging Guide coordinator.  Duane Ravenberg will remain as the 
1963-64 Technical Manual & Judging Guide Coordinator.  1978-1982 Manual Coordinator is Ken Sleeper.  1984 and up manual 
coordinator is Allen Tremain. 
 
The Award confirmation document program has been very successful in terms of both money, memberships and respect. 
 
Judging office hours are 8:30 – 4:30 Monday through Friday, Central Standard Time.  Please observe these hours when calling.  
 
 
The NCRS Information Technology team reported that the Driveline on-line has been implemented.  The Board approved the im-
plementation of on-line Regional Director voting program which should be ready for Regions I, II and III elections. 
 
The proposal to waive the registration fee for the National Team Leaders at NCRS Regionals and the annual NCRS National Con-
vention was approved by the Board.  This was approved in an effort to reduce the total annual expense each Team Leader spends 
for travel, food and lodging to attend Regional and National events. 
 
Chapter Reports –  
Carlton Colclough reported that 20 Chapters participated in the 2008 NCRS Charity Program 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Marilyn Heitzman reported that 21 Chapters achieved Chapter 
Top Flight status in 2008 and will receive banners at the 2009 
NCRS National Convention. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Three amendments were made to NCRS by-laws 
 
Addition to §6.1:  The President may elect to serve on any 
committee as an additional member of such committee as de-
scribed in these by-laws. 
 
Revision to §6.5:  [The Business Manager shall be responsible 
for the general business operations of the club including super-
vision of] all employees and managers.  The Business Man-
ager will chair the Business Management Committee which 
will include the President and Financial Officer. 
 
Addition of §22.5:  Team leaders will not be required to pay 
registration fees for Regional events and National Convention 
effective 2010. 
 
NCRS Foundation:  The Foundation has received numerous 
contributions which have made it possible to go forward with 
the Scholarship Program.  Mark Lincoln and Joan Burnett 
have put together the selection and eligibility guidelines and 
will be working on the selection process.   
 
The next Board of Directors meeting will be July 17, 2009 
 
Vito Cimilluca 
President NCRS 

(Continued from page 5) 
 

Our last judging event for this year will be another mini-
meet/judging school on October 3 at Dean Sprecher’s 
Corvette Specialties in Wilsonville, OR.  Again, this 
will be a hands-on training session for newer judges.  
One or two Corvettes will be judged with the support of 
Master Judge Instructors.  Please let me know if you 
would like to have your Corvette judged in a learning 
environment. 

(Continued from page 3)  JUDGING CHAIRMAN MESSAGE 

“Three amendments 
were made to the 
NCRS by-laws.” 

WYSIWYGWYSIWYGWYSIWYG   
 

Is this newsletter boring?  If your reading the paper copy of the 
newsletter and thinking it’s lacking, you’re correct!  The 
members that contribute to this newsletter provide color 
photographs and colored text.  I lay-out the newsletter in a 
manner to enhance the articles and photographs and present 
them in an attractive and easy to read format.  My goal is to 
make reading the newsletter an enjoyable experience for you - 
the reader.   
 
Unfortunately it is a difficult process and I’m not able to 
achieve the desired result when the paper copy is received 
from the printer.  The reason?  The Chapter can’t afford to 
print the newsletter in multi-color, therefore you are reading it 
in one color.  And the color doesn’t always enhance all of the 
aspects –photos, text, graphics, advertisements, etc. 
 
What can you do?  You can read the newsletter in full color 
exactly as it was produced by going to the newsletter page of 
the NW NCRS website.  You can see current and past 
newsletters in full color.  You will even be able to see the first 
Chapter newsletter that was printed in “February 1979”, 
though it is shown as it was produced –in black and white. 
 
So don’t spend another minute wondering the color of the car 
in the photo or if another members hair is graying at the same 
rate as yours.  Head to the Chapter Website and read the 
newsletter in Full Color.  You might even find some other tid-
bit of information that interests you.  What you see it what you 
get– WYSIWYG. 
    -Editor 
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NCRS NW-Chapter Mini-Meet Registration Form 

Sunday, June 28, 2009 at Larry Johnson’s Corvette & Hi Performance 
2840 Black Lake Blvd. SW, Olympia, WA 98512 

 
 
8:00 am to 8:30 am  Coffee and donuts 
8:30 am to 8:45 am  Judges meeting 
8:45 am to 9:00 am  Owners meeting 
9:00am to 12 noon  Judging 
12 noon to 1:00 pm  Lunch provided by the Chapter 
1:00 pm to mid afternoon Finish judging & Awards presentation 
 
 
 
NCRS Membership Number: ________________ 
Name: __________________________________ Spouse/Companion: ____________________ 
Address: _________________________________ Guest: ______________________________ 
City: ____________________________________ State: _____________ ZIP ______________ 
Phone: ________________________ Email: _________________________________________ 
 
 
CORVETTE  REGISTRATION 
 
Year______________ CID/HP_______________ (Circle ONE) Coupe/Convertible 
Complete VIN ________________________________________(Circle ONE) Driven/Trailered 
Ext. Color______________________ Int. Color _______________ (Circle ONE) Vinyl/Leather 
Insurance Co._____________________________________ Policy No.____________________ 
Insurance Policy Expiration Date ______________________ 
 
Flight Judging Fee is $35.   
Make check payable to:  NW-NCRS.   
Send to Wayne Loron at 18006 SE 256th St., Kent, WA 98042. 
 
Meet Chairman & Information  Mike Benner   503-625-9171 
 
Judging Chairman & Registration  Wayne Loron   253-638-6763 
 
 

HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 
 

I agree to insure my vehicle(s) and property against loss, damage, and liability and to provide proof of such 
insurance to NCRS at time of registration.  I agree to assume the risk of any and all damages or injury and 
to indemnify and hold harmless NCRS, its officers, directors, agents, employees, and chapters for any acts 
or omissions that may result in the theft, damage, or destruction of my property or injury to me or to others, 
occurring during, or as a consequence of, this event. 
Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: ____________________ 
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Oregon Fun 
By Brayden Falk 

 
Honk! Honk!  “Come on Honey”, called my Mom.  
We were going on a trip to Bend Oregon,  My Dad 
always finds something that’s wrong every time. 
 
Finally my Dad got in the car.  We were going  to the 
Regional Corvette car show.  My Mom has a 1975 
Corvette; it’s painted white.  My Dad and Mom 
completely restored it.   
 
Finally we were out of the driveway.  Now all we had 
to do was get on the freeway.  Now we were on the 
freeway but I had to sit and do nothing while my 
brother watched a movie.  At last we got there; it was 
beautiful.  It had orange skies and two pools!!!!  Our 
room was beautiful too!  It had 3 bedrooms, one 
bedroom had two beds, a bathroom and a TV!  That’s 
the same room I slept in.  The second room was the 
same as the first room except it had one bed.   The 
third room was the same as the second. 

 
We also rented mountain bikes.  We went on a trail 
with dangerous snakes and bumpy rocks.  We went up 
hills and down hills, finally I said “We’re Lost”!  We 
passed old cars and junk then my brother finally found 
a way out.  “That was a maze.”, I said.  We rode back 
to the cabin and watched TV. 
 
The next day it was time to go home.  I didn’t want to 
go home because it was fun there; but I had to.  I 
missed my friends and the next thing I knew I was on 
my way home. 
 
Editors Note:  I was going through my 10 year old sons 
school backpack and found this story.  It was a treat 
because he never told me he wrote it.  I enjoyed seeing 
the 2008 Regional Event through the eyes of a child; I 
hope you did too. 

 

Honk! Honk!  
“Come on Honey”, 

called my Mom. 

Area Coordinators Report 
 

Spokane Area 
 
Tahoe Regional Tour 
We will leave Yakima after work on 
May 13th, traveling to Bend for the 
night.  The following morning we will 

leave 7ish since the cars have to be clean and on the judging 
field by 5pm in Tahoe. Call me if you are interested in joining 
us. 
 
Northwest Road Tour to Nationals Update 
The tour will be leaving Yakima on the morning of July 9th.  
We’ll stop for lunch in Bend, OR before continuing south on 
97 to Klamath Falls where we will stop for the night.  The next 
morning we travel to Lake Tahoe where we’ll meet up with 
NCRS members from the East and Tahoe for a beach BBQ at 
the lake. (Motel info will be firmed up at the regional.) The 
morning of the 11th we travel to Lodi, CA for lunch and to 
shuffle a trailer or two.  In the afternoon we’ll travel to 
Monterey/ Seaside, CA to see Reggie Jackson’s collection and 
participate in the “Last Night Out”; joining the other road 
tours.  The morning of the 12th we’ll head to San Jose after 
possibly making some laps at Laguna Seca Raceway.  
 
Let me know if we need to tweak the plans a little as this is 
your tour and I expect you to enjoy yourself.    
    -Mike Doty 
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A 1965 Corvette’s Northwest Provenance A 1965 Corvette’s Northwest Provenance A 1965 Corvette’s Northwest Provenance -“Louie Louie…oh baby we got to go!” 

 

W ho can say that police officer’s don’t have fun on the 
road.  On May 21st, 1965 a career Portland Police 
Officer (Richard Han) signed a GMAC contract, and 

drove away in a new red on red 1965 Corvette two top 
convertible that he purchased at Fields Chevrolet (now 
Wentworth Chevrolet).  Complete with a white rag top, the car 
surely attracted the kind of passengers that a single guy was 
looking for.  Can you picture the top pulled down, Wonderbar 
radio blasting “Louie Louie”, and blonde hair flowing in the 
sun?   A marriage proposal changed all that eight years later 
according to the original owner, and the ’65 transferred through 
a handful of documented NW Oregon and SW Washington 
owners, moving slowly north over the years to Washington. 

What do college students do to reward themselves after graduation in the early 80’s?  Buy a Corvette of course, and 
that’s what Tim did over 26 years ago (right in the middle of a recession), after completing his undergraduate degree, 
and looking hard and long for an original 
midyear with the right color combination 
and options to include A02, C07, G81, L75 
engine, M20, P92, U69, and Z01.  One of 
the first things completed was a 
comprehensive title search, and then calls 
were placed to all of the previous owners, 
including the first who was retired from the 
Portland Police Department, and living on 
the Rogue River at the time.  He couldn’t 
believe that the car was “alive” after all 
those years, and Tim was glad he was 
happily retired in a wild place. 

Successfully documenting a true Northwest 
car, and preserving it over a quarter of a 
century lead to the next step - NCRS membership and an interest in authenticating original cars.  Normal wear and 
tear prior to Tim and Gail’s ownership resulted in a number of replacement parts that needed to be corrected, as the 
quest for Top Flight began two years ago.  Gail was inspiring, supportive, and encouraging along the way (her father 
is a mechanical guru and a real car guy too). 

The knowledgeable members of the NCRS Northwest Chapter 
are a true gift that provided expert guidance based on years of 
restoration experience.  Tim and Gail found without fail, that 
the years of experience and knowledge are just a phone call 
away.  Most importantly the relationships that are formed 
during the journey mean so much to all of us, and provide that 
sense of community.  An interest in the hobby is only one 
facet and layer of the incredible fabric of friendship formed by 
NW NCRS Chapter members.  “Let’s go!” 

Editors note: I told you a little about Tim and Gail Downs in the last issue 
when their car graced the cover.   To me, the history of a car is as 
important as its condition and drivability.  Thanks to both of them for 
taking the time to share their story. 
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CALL FOR 2010 OFFICECALL FOR 2010 OFFICECALL FOR 2010 OFFICER R R 
NOMINATIONSNOMINATIONSNOMINATIONS   

 

I t seems like 2010 is a long way off, but we do need to 
start this process so that the membership can vote in 
August at the Leavenworth meet, per our Chapter by-

laws. Officer terms are for one year.  Any member in good 
standing (Dues paid to date.) is eligible to serve any position. 
 
The positions of Membership Chairperson and Secretary will 
be open; Suzanne Benner and Connie Falk will relinquish their 
respective positions.  They have stated they will not seek, nor 
accept, nomination for the positions.  We thank them both for 
their commitment and contribution to the Chapter. 
 
If there is a current officer you want to support, then send in 
their name for nomination.  However, if you really want to get 
involved at a different level of the Chapter and you are 
dedicated to the members and the mission of the NCRS then 
you might just want to nominate yourself.  Whatever you 
decide, please send your nominations to any Board member as 
soon as possible.  Please contact any Board member if you 
have questions regarding the duties and responsibilities of any 
position.  
 
 Thank you– The Board of Directors 

Membership 
Chairwoman  

 Tammy Shirley 
 

 

 
Welcome New Members 
 

Jim & Pat McDonald – East Wenatchee, WA 
Mike & Candace Paulino – Federal Way, WA 
Arvin & Karen Vender Veen – Edgewood, WA 
 

Corrections to Directory 
 

Gary & Fran Harder – Email  gfharder@msn.com 
Don Baulig – Tele # 360-693-0438 
Cheryl Creson -  Corvettes 63, 66, 69, 70 

Event Dates-   

The Terminator Party is on September 26th not September 
28th, as listed. 

Tammy will have taken the reins by the time this issue is in 
your hands.  Thanks to each of you whom assisted me over the 
years.         

    -Suzanne Benner 

The 2008 Northwest Regional was a success in part because of the contributions of the businesses listed below.  
The economic times didn’t dissuade them from supporting the NW Chapter so please support them as much as 
you can during these tough times.  If we aren’t there for them now, they might not be there for us later.  So give 
them a call or stop by their stores.  Some even offer on-line shopping.  Give them your support. 

Shop online at www.mamotorworks.com 
 

Order Toll Free: 800-500-1500 

 

A.L.S. INDUSTRIES 
1942 WEST ARTESIA BLVD.  

TORRANCE, CA 90504 
 

PH# 310.532.9262 / FX# 310.329.0982 
Making Really Really Good 

BEAVERTON 
10340 SW Canyon Rd  
Beaverton, OR 97005-1917  
(503) 643-9446  

Pacific Corvette specializes in providing the 
Corvette enthusiast with high quality new and 
used parts, for more than 20 years.  With 
locations to serve you in Oregon and Washington. 
Call 800-426-6422.   www.pacvette.com 
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Boise Area:    
    Eastern Oregon and Southern Idaho Bert Lukens abclukens@aol.com (541) 330-0277 
Eugene Area:    
    Willamette Valley and Southwestern Oregon Chuck Dutoit vetfuelie@gmail.com (503) 393-3928 
Portland Area:    
    Northwestern Oregon and Southwestern Washington Bernie Schneider schneider@scattercreek.com (360) 673-6353 

Seattle Area:    
    Northwestern Washington and Puget Sound Bob Johansen rjohansen@comcast.net (425) 869-9533 
Spokane Area:    
    Spokane and Coeur d'Alene Area, Eastern Washington and    
    Northwestern Idaho Mike Doty corvettemikenw@charter.net (509) 480-0790 

Area Coordinators: 

Advisors to the Board: (non-voting) 

 Send all The Front Bumper e-mails, articles, etc., to editor@nwncrs.org and enter “The Front Bumper” as the subject. 

2009 Northwest Chapter NCRS Board Members 
Chairman Mike Benner chairman@nwncrs.org (503) 625-9171 
Vice Chairman Dennis Clark vicechairman@nwncrs.org (509) 365-2713 
Secretary Connie Falk secretary@nwncrs.org (425) 772-7620 
Treasurer Larry Richter treasurer@nwncrs.org (360) 274-4241 
Judging Chairman Wayne Loron judgingchairman@nwncrs.org (253) 638-6763 
Membership Chairman Tammy Shirley membership@nwncrs.org (509) 560-0250 
Newsletter Editor Eric Falk editor@nwncrs.org (206) 940-6330 
Webmaster Eric Falk (Temporary) editor@nwncrs.org (206) 940-6330 

Past Chairman Wayne Loron judgingchairman@nwncrs.org (253) 638-6763 
Historian Bert Lukens abclukens@aol.com (541) 330-0277 
Legal Counsel Will Carey wcarey@gorge.net (541) 386-1934 
Region VIII Representative  Arland Dower akadower@comcast.net (360) 896-5334 
for Alaska, Alberta, British Columbia, Idaho,    
 Montana, Oregon, Saskatchewan and Washington    

National Secretary Cece Nelson chazm5@comcast.net (206) 567-5433 

National Officers:  

Know the Law in Washington State.Know the Law in Washington State.Know the Law in Washington State.   
   

Children under 13 years of age are not allowed to ride in the front seat of a vehicle, where a rear 
seat is provided.  Reference -RCW: 46.61.687 
 
It is unlawful for a vehicle to enter a crosswalk if it is occupied by a pedestrian who is within 
one lane of the vehicle.  Reference -RCW: 46.61.235   

I was sitting with my family next to the outdoor fireplace at the 2008 Northwest Regional Event in Bend, OR when I 
had the pleasure to meet Dan Richards.  With cigar in hand he told us about his 1962, which he restored to NCRS 
specifications.  The next day I grabbed my camera and went searching for his car on the judging field.  The results of 
my search grace this issues cover.  I wasn’t the least bit surprised when he and the car were awarded a Top Flight; 
are you?.  —Editor   

On The Cover   
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To: 

Northwest Chapter of NCRS, Inc. 
19048 SW Salmonberry Dr. 
Sherwood, OR 97140 

Address Correction Requested 

THE MARKET PLACE 
 

WANTED 
 
CAR WANTED: 69’ Corvette Coupe or Convertible, 427, air, Would prefer flight judged car.  Contact Mike Benner at 
chairman@nwncrs.org or 503-200-0889  
 
CAR WANTED: 58 to 62 Corvette.  Low horse 230-245 or 250-300hp. Must be at or near top flight.  No projects or patched together 
cars.   Manual or automatic.   May consider an incorrect engine car, if it appears stock , and is priced correctly. Thanks  Larry # 
10668  360-274-4241 
 
PARTS WANTED: for a 72 Corvette with a build date April 72 (or no more than 6 months prior) : Rochester Carburetor P/N 7042203 and 
Delco-Remy Alternator P/N 1100950. Contact Ken Mietzner 425 210-8175 or info@cabinet-concepts.com. 
  

FOR SALE 
 
1962 corvette, maroon/fawn beige interior, 350 NOM, 4-speed, PW, driver quality, mostly original paint, interior $34K—Mike Doty 
corvettemikenw@charter.net  509-480-0790 
 
Anyone want a 89 red red convertible 6 speed original owner with 11,000 miles and all the paper work?  Should be a easy National 
winner.  ( No not ours ) Thanks Larry #10668   360-274-4241 
 
PARTS FOR SALE:  Original L60-61 top ignition shield for carbureted car.  Big "022" master cylinder correct for L59-62. Contact 
Wayne at 253-638-6763 or wloron@comcast.net. 
 
PARTS FOR SALE:  B/W T-10 4 speed – main case dated July 26 1960, tail housing dated April 20, 1960.  
$750.00; 1958 red Corvette seats. Newly recovered. Never installed in car. $800; 1958-1962 Corvette complete steering column. Needs 
rebuilding. $200.  Contact John Paul (Johnpaul3@comcast.net) or call 206-567-5433. 
 
MODELS FOR SALE: I have about a dozen Franklin Mint die cast corvette duplicates for $50 each. Most of these are 56-63 models. You 
can e-mail for an inventory list. - Mike Doty corvettemikenw@charter.net  
 
(Email your classified ads for future issues in The FRONT BUMPER To: editor@nwncrs.org  Enter “MARKET PLACE” in the subject ) 


