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January – February 2008
Chairman's Message
by Mike Benner

G

reetings,

2008 looks to be a great year for our chapter. We have attracted many new members with a wide variety of
interesting Corvettes. The members have chosen a Board of Directors that has background, experience and the
ability to pilot our organization. The slate of events for 2008 includes a very special Regional Meet in Bend, Oregon
plus two road tours. 2008 will bring enhancements to the chapter’s website. The thought of sharing information
electronically keeps us all informed and connected at a touch of a mouse. We want to encourage the Area
Coordinators to host mini events in their areas. The purpose would be to promote and explain the NCRS philosophy
(great way to meet and attract new members). The chapter operates on volunteers. If you would have a desire to get
involved, please do so. Your input will make a difference.
In closing, my commitment to the chapter membership is to respect the NCRS discipline but not lose site of the
people that bring their families, friends, knowledge and Corvette dreams to share. Fun, Friends, Family, Knowledge
and Corvettes.

Mike Benner

Membership Chairwoman’s Message
by Suzanne Benner

F

inal reminder to renew your chapter membership before the 2008 directory goes to print February 1. If your
mailing label on this issue of The Front Bumper has a red “X”, it is time to renew your NW-NCRS Chapter
membership. There is a membership renewal form included in this issue. If your membership is renewed through
2008, but you need to update your information i.e. address, telephone, e-mail, Corvettes, please contact me at 503625-9171 or sbenner5@comcast.net.
Thank you!

Editors Introduction

Judging Chairman's Message
By Wayne Loran

T

he third Judges Retreat in Dallas 31 Jan-3 Feb
looks like it will be at least as big and better
than the previous retreats. They just keep getting
better! The Northwest Chapter will be well
represented by several instructors and students
who are planning to attend.
We are planning Judging Schools in Burien, WA
at Stewart Lowe’s shop on April 12, and another at
the Benner’s in Sherwood, OR on May 31. The
programs are in the planning stages, so if there are
subjects you are interested in, or would like to see
presented, please let one of us know.
We are planning to hold a Chapter Judging Meet
on June 29 at Larry Johnson’s Corvette & Hiperformance in Olympia, WA. More details will
be published later. If you are planning to have a
Corvette judged at this event, please let me know
as soon as possible, so that we can do the
appropriate planning.
The Northwest Regional Meet in Bend, Oregon
will be held September 11-13, 2008. Your
Chapter has hosted many very successful regional
meets and at least a couple National Conventions
at the Inn of the Seventh Mountain, and plans are
for this event to be a great one also!
The registration forms for both our Chapter
Judging Meet and the Northwest Regional Meet
will be in the March-April issues of “The
Driveline” and “The Front Bumper”, and will be
available on the Northwest Chapter website.
What other events would you like to see? What
other judging help can the Chapter provide?
If you have specific judging questions, or need
help getting a part restored, please contact anyone
of us; we may be able to provide helpful ideas, or
contact information of those who can help with
restoration issues. “The main purpose of judging
is to share information and encourage the
continued preservation of the history and heritage
of the Corvette. Judging recognizes owners who
have preserved or restored their Corvettes to
factory original appearance and
function.” (Excerpts from NCRS Judging
Reference Manual, seventh Edition, page 3)

I

hope each of you had the opportunity to spend time with
family and loved ones over the holidays. We experienced
an early winter, which is good for some of us because it
“forces” us to stay inside and tend to our corvettes (hobby).
I thought this would be a good time to introduce myself and
extend my thanks to those who voted for me as the new editor
of The Front Bumper. I have some big shoes to fill but Carl
has been a great teacher and he’s done an outstanding job
organizing all of the necessary things associated with the Front
Bumper. He has worked hard for the past 7 years and because
of him the editorship of The Front Bumper will be an easy
transition for me.
My wife Connie and I have been members of the NCRS since
June 2004 and have been members of this Chapter since
February 2005. We recently restored Connie’s 75 Convertible
and obtained a Top Flight at the Leavenworth Regional. After
joining the NCRS we learned so much from so many people
all over the world. We could have never restored the car on
our own without the wonderful people in this organization,
especially the NW Chapter.
Connie and I attended the Holiday Event and had a nice time
meeting new members and reminiscing with others. Several
of you spoke to me about the Front Bumper; I received
requests for articles and offers from some of you to write
articles or contribute ideas. That’s great!
The Front Bumper is the conduit of this chapters membership.
The “Driveline” and the “Corvette Restorer” are the conduit
for membership at the national level and there is no way The
Front Bumper could compete with them, nor should it. But it
can augment them at a regional level and that’s my goal. If
you agree with me, let me know. If you don’t agree with me
please let me know. Don’t worry about hurting my feelings
because it won’t happen. I only ask that you offer suggestions
if you disagree with my ideas.
I see The Front Bumper as a way to offer region specific
information from technical articles, event notification,
membership recognition, travel destinations, road tours, and of
course a forum for the Chapter Board Members and the
minutes of the recent meetings. I have some ideas for articles
and columns, which I will be mentioning in future issues.
What do you want to see in the Front Bumper? I really want
to hear from you. I know there are a lot of good ideas for
information, articles, and columns. What are yours? Please
email me or use the US Postal Service, whichever is easier for
you.
I look forward to meeting more of you at the upcoming events
and meetings. Connie and I will be spending some time at the
membership booth at the Corvette HP Swap Meet in Puyallup,
so please stop by and introduce yourself. And feel free to
donate an hour of your time at the booth to relieve Mike and
Suzanne Benner.
-Eric Falk
Please send The Front Bumper related emails, articles, advertisements,
etc. to e.falk@comcast.net; enter “Front Bumper” as the subject.

The Rest of the Story

I

f you attended the NW Regional in Leavenworth, WA in
September 2007, you may recall we auctioned a
Seahawks jersey at the awards banquet. The Shawn
Alexander 2006 NFL MVP autographed prize was won by
Connie Espejo. The proceeds were donated to the
Inflammatory Breast Cancer Advocacy and Research
Foundation. Due to a shipping error, FedEx sent the jersey
to Leavenworth, TN instead of Leavenworth, WA. Connie
bought the jersey sight unseen.
After a few thousand air miles the Seahawks memorabilia

decided the Banquet will be held at the fairgrounds and
catered by the same company as last year. Mike asked for
volunteers to assist he and Suzanne at the membership booth,
which will be in the Pavilion.
Upcoming activities:
2008 Bend Regional Meet – It was decided the silent
Auction will be held on Thursday in conjunction with the
Welcome Reception and there will be a DJ after the Award
Banquet on Saturday. A corvette parts swap meet was also
approved and will be overseen by Dennis Clark and Bernie
Schneider.
Judging Schools: It was decided there will be two judging
schools held this year; one will be sponsored by Stewart
Lowe and the other by Mike and Suzanne Benner. See
Upcoming Events for dates.
Chapter Meet: Larry Johnson will be sponsoring a Chapter
Meet this year. See Upcoming Events for dates.
Terminator Party: Chuck and Carol Dutoit will be hosting
the Terminator Party at their place on August 23rd this year.
Two Road Tours: Jim Crook will lead a tour near Portland,
OR on July 12th and Mike Doty will lead one near Yakima,
WA on August 9th.

arrived at its new home. Thank you to Dick and Connie
for your donation and involvement in the NW Chapter. All
is well that ends well (pictured from left to right are Arland
Dower, Dick & Connie Espejo, Mike Benner).

NW NCRS Member Chapter Meeting
Location: Rutherglen Mansion in Longview, WA
Date: 12/02/2007 2:00 PM
Mike Benner called meeting to order. Minutes from the
September 13, 2007 board meeting were approved.
Treasures Report: Larry Richter reported the Regional in
Leavenworth was profitable and there is a strong positive
balance in the bank composed of checking account and CD
account.
Membership Report: Suzanne Benner reported the total
membership for 2007 is 156. Membership renewals are
coming in for 2008. The new directory will be
published February 1.
NEW BUSINESS:
Webmaster Report: Jeff Boreio presented a proposal for a
new “modern” looking website for the Chapter. The new
website has the potential to offer online registration and
payments. Mike Benner authorized Jeff to place the new
looking website online with the current content. Jeff will
present various other options and features to the board for
further review.
The Banquet and Membership Booth at the Corvette High
Performance Swap Meet in Puyallup were discussed. It was

2010 Regional Proposal: Mike Doty presented a proposal
to have the Regional in Yakima, WA. He presented a
proposal from the Yakima Convention Ctr. The costs were
nearly three times the cost of Seaside, OR so Mike is going
to contact the Convention Center to see if they can
accommodate our budget.
Mike Benner mentioned the Inn at the 7th Mountain in Bend,
OR may be a good location considering the affordable costs
and quality lodgings. Though he said he would like to see
the Regional held in Yakima.
Mike Benner said he was contacted by a member of the
Northern California Chapter of the NCRS inquiring if we
would be interested in co-hosting the 2010 Regional Meet. It
was decided that it would be logistically easier not to co-host
the meet .
Unfinished Business:
Election Results for 2008 Chapter Officers:
Chairman - Mike Benner
Vice Chairman - Dennis Clark
Treasurer - Larry Richter
Secretary - Ed Hoffman
Membership - Susanne Benner
Judging Chair - Wayne Loron
Newsletter Editor- Eric Falk
2009 Chapter Meet in Canada:
It was discussed that we assist the new Canadian Chapter in
holding a Chapter Meet.
Meeting Adjourned

Who Would’a Thunk It

Area Coordinator Report

I

n Eastern Washington the temperature is
struggling to reach 40 degrees but Corvettes are
still on our minds.
There are 2 sting ray bodies hanging out together in
downtown Yakima being worked on as 2 chapter
members are chasing the coveted blue ribbon. Two
solid axles will find their way across the mountains
to Kent for an improved score at their next judging
meet.
Finally, the national road tour chairman needed our
plans right away for next year's road tour. The initial
plan is spending the first night at Ogden, Utah, with
the second night close to North Platte, Nebraska.
The third night should have all tours gathering in
Rolla, MO. If anyone is interested, please get in
touch with me, ASAP
Mike Doty

O

ur Newsletter Editor, Carl Neuswanger, retires as
of 2008. Carl has a very interesting hobby aside
from Corvettes.
He carves totem
poles. Give him a
30’ tree and look
what happens.
Pictured are the
carving tools and a
totem pole Carl
made. Once the
log is cut and bark
removed, he carves everything by hand without power
tools.

2008 Board of Directors Election Results
Congratulations to our 2008 Chapter Officers! And a big thanks
to the 2007 Officers for a job well done! We had a good
percentage of members who voted-thank you! The election results
are:
Chairman - Mike Benner
Vice Chairman - Dennis Clark
Secretary - Ed Hoffmann
Treasurer - Larry Richter
Judging Chairman - Wayne Loron
Membership Chairwoman - Suzanne Benner
Newsletter Editor - Eric Falk
Area Coordinators:
Boise Area:
Eastern Oregon and Southern Idaho - Bob Unger
Eugene Area:
Willamette Valley and Southwestern Oregon - Karl Hallstrom
Portland Area:
Northwestern Oregon and Southwestern Washington Bernie Schneider

If totem poles could top flight, this one would!

Seattle Area:
Northwestern Washington and Puget Sound - Bob Johansen
Spokane Area:
Coeur d'Alene Area, Eastern Washington and
Northwestern Idaho - Mike Doty

A special thanks to Carl for publishing the chapter’s
Front Bumper publication since 2001. The Front
Bumper is the conduit for member information. The
chapter extends a grateful “Thank You”.

Schedule of Upcoming Events

Upcoming Events Information

2008
Feb 9-10
Apr 12
May 31
June 15
June 29
July 12
Aug 9
Aug 23
Sep 11-13

Corvette HP Swap Meet
Judging School
Judging School
Fathers Day Picnic
Chapter Meet
Road Tour
Road Tour
Terminator Party
NW Regional Meet

Puyallup, WA
Burien, WA
Sherwood, OR
Lk Sammamish, WA
Olympia, WA
Portland, OR
Yakima, WA
Salem, OR
Bend, OR

Feb 9-10: Corvette High Performance Swap Meet in Puyallup, WA.
The Chapter is sponsoring a booth and needs volunteers. Please
contact Mike or Suzanne Benner if you are willing to donate some
time at the booth.
Sep. 11-13: NW Regional Meet in Bend, OR at the Inn of the
Seventh Mountain. Don’t forget to register early for the Meet and for
hotel accommodations.

Please support your NW NCRS Chapter activities,

First Chapter Event in 2008

T

he Corvette High Performance Swap Meet is returning to the Puyallup Fairgrounds February 9 & 10. We are planning a Chapter dinner in the pavilion building February 9 at 6:30 p.m. cocktails, 7:00 p.m. dinner. If you plan to
attend the dinner, please send a check made out to NW NCRS for $25 per person (Salmon & Prime Rib). Mail checks
to Mike Benner 19048 SW Salmonberry Dr., Sherwood, OR 97140. Door prices awarded to the chapter member who
can tell the most interesting Corvette story (the audience will judge). Please RSVP and mail check by February 1, 2008.
There will also be a Board Meeting the afternoon of February 9.

Chapter Holiday Event

T

he Holiday Event was held Sunday, December
2 at the Rutherglen Mansion in Longview,
Washington. The mansion was beautiful and the
food was good. There were 38 chapter members in
attendance and the Chapter Meeting was held upstairs after brunch and visiting. Members attended in
spite of the snow storm that arrived in the Pacific

Northwest the previous day. We were lucky no snow
fell at the Mansion or neighboring area.
New friendships were made and old ones renewed.
Of course Corvettes were talked about and some
parts even changed hands in the parking lot.
Thanks to Mike and Suzanne for their hard work during the last year and for making this event a success.

2008 Renewal Family Membership
Chapter Dues are due by January 31st 2008 in order to
receive the March – April Front Bumper

2008 NW Chapter Renewal Member Dues: $20.00.
2009 NW Chapter Renewal Member Dues: $20.00.
Payment is made out to

______________
______________

NW-NCRS

Please send this form and payment to: Suzanne Benner

19048 SW Salmonberry Dr.
Sherwood, OR 97140
(503) 625-9171 or sbenner5@comcast.net
Name: ___________________________________ Spouse: _________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: _______________
Phone (s): ____________________________________NCRS member number: __________________
(Include area code: indicate: home, cell, fax, etc.)

(Found on the Driveline Mailing label, Must be a NCRS Member)

E-mail __________________________________________________
(Please include your e-mail address so we can keep you informed of upcoming activities)

Year (s) and Model (s) Corvettes owned: __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
The member by this membership does hereby undertake and agree to indemnify and hold harmless the Chapter, its
officers, directors, or assigns for any acts or omissions to act which may result in theft or damage during the course of
any meet, tour, program or event of any nature whatsoever in connection therewith and wherever located, which the
Chapter may sponsor. The member does so voluntarily and the member agrees to assume the risk of any and all
damages to his automobile without recourse to the NW/NCRS Chapter.

Signature: _____________________________________________
Note: Membership will be returned if unsigned.
To order a name badge (s) at $8.00 each, please indicate the way you would like your name (s) printed, and
return payment with your renewal.
_____________________________________

______________________________________

2008 Northwest Chapter NCRS Board Members
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Judging Chairman
Membership Chairman
Newsletter Editor

Mike Benner
Dennis Clark
Ed Hoffman
Larry Richter
Wayne Loron
Suzanne Benner
Eric Falk

mbenner4@comcast.net
denson@gorge.net
ed_hoffmann@msn.com
richter@toledotel.com
wloron@comcast.net
sbenner4@aol.com
e.falk@comcast.net

(503) 625-9171
(509) 365-2713
(503) 392-3153
(360) 274-4241
(253) 638-6763
(503) 625-9171
(206) 940-6330

Send all The Front Bumper related emails, articles, advertisements, etc. to e.falk@comcast.net and enter Front Bumper as the subject.

Area Coordinators:
Boise Area:
Eastern Oregon and Southern Idaho
Eugene Area:
Willamette Valley and Southwestern Oregon Portland
Area:
Northwestern Oregon and Southwestern Washington
Seattle Area:
Northwestern Washington and Puget Sound
Spokane Area:
Spokane and Coeur d'Alene Area Eastern Washington and Northwestern Idaho

Bob Unger

robertandnancyinbend@msn.com

(541) 383-1811

Karl Hallstrom

OICit@aol.com

(541) 935-3315

Bernie Schneider

schneider@scattercreek.com

(360)673-6353

Bob Johansen

rjohansen@comcast.net

(425) 869-9533

Mike Doty

corvettemikenw@charter.net

(509) 969-0645

Advisors To The Board: (non voting)
Past Chairman
Web Site (Webmaster)
Historian
Legal Counsel
Regional Representative
Region VIII Director for: Alaska, Alberta, British Columbia,
Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Saskatchewan and Washington

Wayne Loron
Jeff Boerio
Bert Lukens
Will Carey

wloron@comcast.net
jeff.boerio@intel.com
abcpageants@aol.com
wcarey@gorge.net

503 625-6748
503-628-8873
541-330-0277
541 386-1934

Arland Dower

AKADower@comcast.net

360-896-5334

National Officers:
National Secretary

Cece Nelson

chazm5@comcast.net

(206) 567-5433

THE MARKET PLACE
FOR SALE
56-E58 water pump pulleys; 57 generator pulley (3.74" dia.), 57 exhaust manifolds; 57 open 3.36:1 differential cast E-5-7;
56-58 oil/oil vented cap; 56-62 road draft tubes; 56-67 temperature sending units; 775 horn relay; 56-E58 generator heat
shield; 60-67 T-3's; 56-62 long driveline yokes; 394 coil (6v); 1114344 starter solenoid (66-67 327); 901/902 2-1/2" exhaust
manifolds; complete 56 power pack engine (August dates); 71 350 long block (May dates); heads, blocks, and more. Wayne
253-638-6763 or wloron@comcast.net (jf-08)
1961 # 10867S110223 Jewel Blue, with Blue interior 270 HP 4 speed, soft top only. Very Very nice car in all areas, paint,
interior, mechanical, bright work, and detailed underside. No custom modifications, runs and drives great. Owner has
owned car for 10 years. $65,000 Car in Oregon. Info 360-274-4241 Larry (jf-08)
Corvettes- kits, 1/18 scale & promos. See at Corvette & High Performance Meet in Feb at Booth 1509, north wall. Kits 1985
and newer $5 ea. 1/18 scale 1958, 1961 & 1962 many hard to find. Corvette & Impala promos. Resin 1966 cp yellow, 1967
cp maroon, 1988 conv test shots. Many more 1/18 corvette and toys; or buy now for Christmas. Lance Hulin (253) 472-5890
lhulin@nventure.com. (nd—07)
1968 coupe project car $12,000 Contact Mike corvettemikenw@charter.net (jf - 08)

WANTED
WANTED: for 1967 big block motor-1100696 alternator, 3856284 water pump, 1107365 starter, 1114356 starter solenoid
and 1115263 coil. Wayne 253-638-6763 or wloron@comcast.net (jf-08)
1 only 7:75 BF Goodrich 4 ply Silvertown tire. Must have 80% tread & to be a 5/8" wsw. Also need 4 center caps as in
1967 Corvette (SHALLOW TYPE). Call Bob Unger 541-383-1811 or cell phone 541-420-6753. E-Mail
at: robertandnancyinbend@msn.com. (nd—07)
(Email your want ads for future issues of The FRONT BUMPER To: e.falk@comcast.net, subject: “MARKET PLACE” )

Northwest Chapter
of NCRS, Inc

19048 SW Salmonberry Dr.
Sherwood, OR 97140
http://www.nw-ncrs.org/
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