
Letʼs try and keep the activities of our chapter supported. Yes, sometimes it is a long way to travel when 
an event is in another part of the state or even another country. Sometimes we have to make sacrifices to 
support the others that are working to get the events rolling. Try and plan on attending four or five events, 
some in the area that you live in and some outside that area. 

Mark your calendarsʼ for the NWNCRS regional in Seaside, May 3-5 2012. We currently have five or six 
very interested members that are working to make this a very successful meet.

As always if there is something we need to do, something you want to say, something you like to help 
with or something you donʼt like, let me know.

davcarl@aol.com, Cell206-595-3204, Home 206-524-9312th
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SEPTEMBER  2011

Well, here we are again, same newsletter different chairman. We all would like to thank Mike Benner for 
his years of service as our chairman of NWNCRS. Mike asked the organization to accept his resignation 
and the board has agreed to his request. My name is Carl Davidson and I have been asked by the board 
to hold the reins and lead the Chapter for the rest of Mikeʼs term. We will have new elections for different 
positions soon and the newly elected officers will take their positions at the beginning of 2012. Some of 
you know me and some do not. I have been the past chairman, treasurer and membership person. I have 
been with NCRS since 1984 and involved with our Chapter since 1985 (I think). 

As most you know the North West National Corvette Restorers Society (NWNCRS) mainly consists of 
members in Oregon and Washington. We now also have a new chapter in British Columbia, which we are 
supporting and trying to develop. Where am I going with this? Our area is immense, we try to hold events 
in areas that will accommodate everyone, but as you know it is very difficult to manage when the distance 
keeps us so far apart. A future goal that I would like to see, would be each area that is in our Northwest 
area to have its own a chapter, This is not something that is going to happen without a lot of work and it 
will not be done by a few of our current and active members, it is going to take all of us as a group to make 
the system work. Our responsibility as members is to help our chapter grow and make it an organization 
that others want to be involved with. That happens with many individuals being involved. Going to 
scheduled events, talking with others, telling new members and prospective members what we like 
about the organization. We are all about the Corvette and its impact on our lives. I am sure that all of us 
remember our first experience with the Corvette and for some of us that was the beginning of our 
passion with the Corvette.

Chairman’s Message
 by Carl Davidson



2011 EVENT SCHEDULE

Sept 9   Open House           Larry Johnson's in Olympia, WA

Sept 11   Kirkland Concours d'Elegance  Carillon Point Kirkland, WA

Oct 6-8   Regional Meet           Sacramento, CA

Oct 22   Judging School/Mini-Meet           Dan Johnson's in Woodinville, WA

Dec 4   Holiday Event  Brock's Oak Tree in Woodland, WA

Area Coordinator Report
by Mike Doty

As a chapter, our group is logistically spread 
out over a few states, which makes for a 
difficult time in building relationships amongst 
the membership. Spending time in a car on a 
road tour for hours and days on end really 
helps getting to know people and forming 
lasting friendships. The 2011 road tour for us 
was 3 guys in 2 cars, but I had a great time 
seeing states I had never been to before, 
seeing Mt. Rushmore for the first time, and 
seeing sites we would not have seen by not 
going on the adventure. Yes, flying is faster, 
but people using that method of transportation 
would never experience a car museum in out 
of the way places like Murdo, S.D. Then there 
was the guy near Gillette, Wyoming riding 
along I-90 on a unicycle while reading a book. 
Unbelievable!  I would like to thank Carl and 
Dave for joining me on this trip. I had a great 
time. We also had some chapter business to 
attend to in Michigan, which allowed for 
considerable time spent with the chapter 
members who attended the National 
convention. Again, this allowed us time to 
spend with chapter members, which wouldn't 
have happened otherwise. I wish to thank all 
of those members who participated in the long 
dinner meeting in Novi.

This chapter is for all the membership, and 
your feedback is very important to us. I also 
wish to thank the members who came out to 
the terminator party and spent time with us. 
We even talked to Dennis Clark on the way 
down to Salem. Although the crowd was smaller 
than previous years, it was good to see 
everyone again. From Salem, it was North to 
the XXX corvette show in Issaquah the next 

day, where we visited with more chapter 
members. A busy corvette weekend but very 
rewarding.

Back on 8/6, we traveled to Kennewick to their 
corvette show and enjoyed 117 'vettes entered 
in the show plus a few who were driving by to 
check out the festivities. We hopefully will pick 
up some new members as we met a couple 
corvette owners that were interested in our 
chapter. This was one of the best corvette 
shows for value and location I have attended. 
The sponsor is shooting for a much larger show 
next year. I can't wait for what is in store in 
2012.

Speaking of 2012, the chapter is looking for 
officers and event ideas for next year. We are 
accepting nominations for positions listed in the 
newsletter and would like to hold an election in 
the next month or so. Please let Wayne know if 
you are interested in running for office. We 
have formed a group of members that will work 
together and will make the Seaside regional 
successful. The group with their strong support 
has asked me to run for chairman. I have 
enjoyed the vice chairman role and would 
continue in that position if anyone wants the 
chairman's position.
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It was 1970



Continued on next page

It was 1970:  Four students are killed during the Vietnam 
anti-war rally at Kent State University, Jimi Hendrix and Janis 
Joplin die, the Beatles break up, Solzhenitsyn wins the 
Nobel Prize, Apollo XIII blasts off for a mission, Concord has 
more test flights, I graduate from High School and perhaps 
more memorable, at least to me, a ʻ62 Corvette became a 
permanent fixture in my life.

Every day after school and all day on Saturdays, I worked at 
Clean-Rite Cleaners until my draft lottery number came up for 
my turn to support our country. My job at the cleaners was 
not hard and I did get a good workout each day cleaning rugs 
and upholstery, cleaning up the shop, waiting on customers, 
sort cloths for dry cleaning and those that need repair. We 
would also go to homes to clean the wall-to-wall carpet and 
pick up and deliver the upholstery or rugs that were cleaned 
in the shop. Iʼve been working for this fellow since the age of 
twelve. Louie, my boss and self-proclaimed mentor, was 
always full of encouragement and usually had a pocket full of 
money. During the early days, he would chase me down 
while I was riding my bike. “Come on Danny, we have a 
house job to do and I need your help.” He would put my bike 
into the back of the van and off we would go. He liked to pay 
me in dollar coins because he wanted me to feel the money 
and to a twelve-year-old kid, this was just perfect. Louie told 
me to save my money and not to do what he had done with 
his. I was sure that keeping out of taverns was never going to 
be a problem for me. Taking Louieʼs advice, most of the 
money saved was for cars and girls… Well, mostly for cars.

During that summer after graduation, my best friend started 
talking about Corvettes and he knew where there was a 
gutted ʻ63 Coupe he could buy for $850. No engine, 
transmission, interior, it was all gone. We talked it over and 
thought we should do a partnership on the car. We decided 
against this mainly because we wanted our own Corvettes 
and what could be better, best friends, each with a Corvette. 
Maybe the girls would really be all over us then. Jim and I did 
the build on his car and he decided to have the car painted 
white with tan diamond tuck interior. By November of 1970, 
Jimʼs beautiful car was nearly finished and then the ʻ62 Vette 
came into my life. 

My Dad is a practical and a pretty smart guy; especially 
looking back on the way we were raised. Want to buy 
something? Fine. Earn the money for whatever, and always, 
ask for permission before buying anything, period. There 
was one exception: Scholastic Achievement. Get in the top 
10% of the graduating class and my parents would buy me 
the car of my choice, that is, within reason. A very safe bet on 
their part and believe me, they knew their money was secure 
based on my prior grades in school. Anyway, better grades 
were achieved during my last year in school and nowhere 
near what was required for the “free car.” 

Consulting with my Dad on the Corvette, he told me: “I am a 
man of my word. Yes you can get the Corvette, and as you 
know, you did not make the grade in school so there will be 
no money from me. However, Iʼll let you buy the car with your 
own money and you cannot spend all your savings on the

car even though you have enough. Iʼll co-sign a loan through 
the credit union to help you out. You pay half with cash, and 
we will take a loan out on the rest. Is that a deal?” Who could 
say no…I had Corvette Fever. He also told me: “I have some 
rules for you to follow as well if we do this. Miss a payment on 
the loan, fail to pay for your own insurance, do anything 
stupid with the car, get more than two speeding tickets, I will 
take and keep the car with no refund on any of your money. 
Also, while you have the car stored here at home and in my 
garage, you will ask for permission before you drive the car 
anywhere and you will, repeat will, keep your hair cut. Once 
you have the car paid off, you can do what you want.” Deal.

I canʼt wait to get that car paid off. Looks like a second job 
might just be the ticket. So, I worked at the cleaners and 
found a part time night job unloading freight trucks for the 
local produce distributors. With more money rolling in, my 
buddies wanted me to move into a house they found. 65 
bucks a month for this house. It had three bedrooms and a 
two-car garage. The ʼ62 could share the garage with Jimʼs 
Vette and there would be my own bedroom. Nope, there are 
4 more payments on the Vette. The guys can wait for the 
third tenant. The car has to be paid off first. During the start 
of summer, 1971, permission was granted to move out of my 
parentʼs house and finally the Vette is paid off. Enrolled in 
community college now and living with my buddies along 
with the Corvette tucked into the garage at the house we 
have rented, we think life is pretty good. Out from under my 
Dadʼs thumb, my hair is growing longer now and the ladies 
seem to be a little more interested these days and still, there 
is something missing, for certain, it is more party and more 
girls…

Community College is a treasure trove of higher learning and 
academic achievement all designed to help me move 
forward in preparation for university study as well as to get 
that great job but, actually, there is more interest in this 
institution because it is loaded with the opposite sex. We are 
allowed to smoke in class and soon find out that most of the 
really good-looking girls do not find this to be attractive. So, 
smoking is out. Hair is getting longer, and this seems to be a 
good thing. Still, the best bet is to have that steady date. 
Walking between classes, I see this girl and I think I 
recognize her. Where have I seen her? At a party? Maybe. 
Around campus? More than likely. Then it hits me. Oh yeah, 
at the cleaners with her Mom. They bring in dry cleaning from 
time to time but I donʼt actually know her name. Huh, wonder 
if she would date me. Asking around at school, I finally get 
her first name. Obtaining her phone number is a no brainer 
because that number is on the dry cleaning receipts at work. 
I am a man on a mission.

I let a couple weeks slide by without calling (so much for the 
mission) and she is constantly on my mind and I see her now 
and then from a distance on campus. I am in pain and think; 
just call her and get it over with. I find out she has a 
boyfriend; maybe itʼs not serious. Asking my friends at 
school about this boyfriend and surprise, the very next day, 
magically, he shows up in one of my classes and advises me 
to stay clear or he will step all over me. The call is made to her 



that night. I̓m nervous and thinking; whatʼs the worst thing 
she can say that Iʼve not already heard? The number is 
dialed. Expecting someone other to answer, she is actually 
on the phone. Shocked but manage to say: Hi, this is Dan 
Kalinski. “Who?” Oh, um, the guy from the cleaners. “Where, 
what cleaners?” You know, on Pacific Avenue. You and your 
Mom come in every couple of months and we clean that pink 
coat of yours. “Oh yes, I remember you now.” Well, ah, I was 
wondering if I could come over and meet you. “Yes, I think 
that would be okay.” Would Saturday evening at about six be 
okay? “Yes thatʼs okay. Do you need my address?” I have it 
on the dry cleaning receipts and Iʼm sure I can find my way to 
your house. “See you then and when you come in the yard, 
look out for our dog. He can be a little anxious when new 
people show up.” Hanging up the phone, I am ready to faint.

For my daily driver/school car, a ʻ58 VW Bug is purchased 
and the paintwork was a very faded red actually showing as 
pink with a ton of those stick-on yellow, red and pink ʻpeace 
flowers.ʼ (Remember Flower Power?) There is not a straight 
panel anywhere on this car but it is sound mechanically and 
gets great gas mileage. I̓m doing my best to be a hippie in 
that car but everyone knows my hair is just not long enough 
and I canʼt even grow a mustache yet! I fool no one. Donʼt 
think this is a good first impression car anyway. With school 
and other expenses, the Vette can only be used on special 
occasions and going to this girlʼs house is indeed a very 
special occasion.

During my off time from the cleaners and school, the Vette is 
worked on and more often than not, it would get a fresh coat 
of wax. The wax used was Johnsonʼs paste wax and itʼs the 
type that builds up on each use. I̓ ll bet I had more than 90 
coats of wax on the car. This job could be done bumper to 
bumper in just a little over an hour. The car is Roman Red 
with red interior and it sparkled like a bright star in the daylight 
and a wonderful glow at night. Vacuumed out at work that 
day, not a spot on it anywhere, we are ready to meet this girl 
and her parents, and the dog… But what about that dog? Is it 
a Doberman, or a German Sheppard, or some other attack 
dog? They probably have named it ʻButchʼ or ʻHunterʼ or 
maybe even ʻKiller.ʼ If itʼs big and looking dangerous, I̓ ll just 
honk the horn when I get there. Okay. Set. Letʼs go. No 
more worries.

They live in the suburbs, although, itʼs only a few miles from 
the cleaners. The property is surrounded by these gigantic 
fir trees and the driveway is a long one. The house is up on a 
knoll and there is a huge garage and some other out 
buildings. Holy Cripe, is that the dog? No, on closer 
inspection, itʼs a horse. For a second, it really did look like a 
dog. (Did I mention that I̓m nervous?) Okay, so far so good. 
Where is that dog? Then I hear it or at least I think itʼs a dog 
bark. Turns out ʻKillerʼ is just a little over seven pounds, a little 
nipper of a dog and I had no clue of its breed and it looked 
like it was dancing on its hind legs and itʼs tongue is licking at 
the air. Thankfully the dog is not what was envisioned earlier 
so now, on to the house. At the door I am greeted not by 
whom I came to see but by some other girl. Introductions are 
made and my new acquaintances name is Judy. She is the 

neighbor and was over to help do the dishes that evening. 
Interesting to say the least (Surely, she was there to check 
out the new guy). Judy tells me Susie will be out shortly. 
“And, oh, by the way, your car rattled the dishes in the 
cabinets when you came up the driveway. It really sounds 
kind of neat.” I am encouraged. Judy disappears as Susie 
enters the kitchen and we talk a little. Asking about the dog, I 
find out that Killerʼs real name is Bambi and we both have a 
good laugh. Susieʼs father is in the kitchen now with us and 
introductions are made. “What kind of car is that with such 
loud exhaust?” Well, um, Mr. Ellison, itʼs a Corvette. “A 
Corvette?” Yes sir. “Your Dad buy it for you?” Ah, no sir, I have 
a job. Paid for it with my own money and itʼs paid off too. “Well, 
thatʼs nice. You kids have fun. And Honey, you know what 
time to be back by and both of you be careful. It was nice to 
meet you young man.”

We dated in the Vette as well as the VW. We fell in-love and 
are still in-love. Married now for 38 years and we keep our first 
date car as clean and bright as the day I drove into the life of 
my lovely wife. - Dan Kalinski

Membership Report - Tammy Shirley

The Northwest Chapter received another membership this 
past month. Please welcome Marc and Rita Kramer from 
Snohomish Wa. They own a '67 convertible.

Just a reminder to all Northwest Chapter Members - it is very 
important to keep your National Membership up-to-date. 
According to the National Corvette Restorers Society, you 
must be a National member to keep your status as a Chapter 
member. If you have any questions and would like to know 
when your membership is due, feel free to contact me at 
t.shirley@charter.net.

I want to thank Dan Kalinski for the great article he wrote on 
his '62. If there is any other members that would like to share 
Corvette stories, please let us know - if cars could only talk...



Please check www.nwncrs.org for updated information.

More from Carl Davidson

Friends, neighbors and family,

As some of you may have heard I am going to run for the NCRS regional representative 
for Region VIII. One of my goals will be to open a better line of communication within 
our vast expanse of states. As you know we have a very large region to service, 
Alaska, Alberta, British Columbia, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Saskatchewan, and 
Washington. Ideally it would be great if each state could have its own chapter, maybe 
someday that will happen.

I think our focus should be to bring in new members from those areas that we are 
currently responsible for. It starts with us; we have to be responsible for keeping this 
organization continually growing. We are just like children growing up, we need to be 
nurtured, praised, helped, fed, and always looking for new friends. Over the years 
those friendships often develop into neighbors and families. We need to keep our 
family growing. I will need help in taking on this endeavor.

I would like suggestions, general ideas, comments or any kind of input that you may 
have to help our growth. If there are things that you do not like, tell me those also. 
Nothing gets fixed if it we don’t know it’s broken. I will do my best, if elected, to help 
our organization grow and take it to the next level.

Call for help in Seaside:

Our next Regional meet is 8 months away, but there are a lot of issues being 
worked on now. We will need to conduct the operations checks during the day on 
Thursday, so we will need all of the local members who can be available Thursday 
morning and afternoon to do the operations judging prior to the cars going into the 
Convention Center. Please let me know if you can help. - Thanks, Wayne



Nomination ballot

Chairman Mike Doty

Vice-Chairman John Paul Nelson III

Treasurer Valerie Johansen

Secretary Dave Artz

Front Bumper Editor

Membership Tammy Shirley

Judging Chairman Wayne Loron

Area Coordinators

Eugene & Willamette Valley Chuck Dutoit

Eastern Oregon & Boise Bert Lukens

Portland Area: Dave Hughes

Seattle Area: Bob Johansen

Spokane Area: Mike Doty

Judging Chairman’s Report
by Wayne Loron

All positions are open each year.
Any other nominations will be accepted by any of the Chapter Board Members.
We plan to close nominations on September 30, 2011.

Call for Nominations for Chapter Officers for 2012



NATIONAL CORVETTE RESTORERS SOCIETY • Board of Directors Meeting  • Novi, Michigan  • July 17, 2011

NCRS Board of Directors Meeting was called to order at 1:20 pm

Present were: Vito Cimilluca, Bill Baker, John Ballard, Bill Braun, Dick Capello, Gary Chesnut (phone), Marilyn Heitzman Larry Colvin, Jeff Cook, Mark 
Lincoln, Vinnie Peters, Roy Sinor. Various general members were present in the audience.

Vito cited the Saturday, July 23rd event at the GM Milford Proving Ground as the reason for holding the Board meeting today, before the start of the 
National Convention.

1. Reports to the Board
a. Vice President’sReport

i. The Michigan National Convention is going great. All the Teamleaders have done a fantastic job planning and organizing the 
event. Vito commented that the Michigan Chapter has made every effort to make this National a big success. There are excellent 
tours and something to do every night.

ii. Road Tour Report
1.The Last Night Out event is in Okemos, at I96, exit 110.

a.Vito urged all Board members to attend 
iii. 2012 San Diego, CA Convention Status - Darold Shirwo

1.Planning for the San Diego National is well underway.
2. Activities are being reviewed. The fireworks display will be added as an additional event on July 4.
3. A presentation will be done at the Tuesday membership meeting.

b. Secretary’s Report
i. The minutes from the March, 2011, Board meeting were accepted and passed unanimously
ii. Links have been placed on the Technical Discussion Board to access the Regional Director Nomination forms.

c. Business Manager Report
i. 2011 is still in the black.
ii. Membership renewals are running behind as well as store sales.
iii. The Historic Document program is still working well.

d. Finance Report
i. 2010 was a good financial year due to the continued success of The Historic Document Program and the 2010 National 
Convention performance.
ii. 2011 performance so far is not as good as 2010.

1. Need to be conservative in spending.
2. Historic Document Program orders have slowed down somewhat.

e. Judging Report
i. The Judging Office is well setup for the National.
ii. The online registration process has worked very well.

f. Restorer Report
i. Good articles are still coming in
ii. Vito commented that the Corvette Restorer is exceptional and Vinnie is doing an exceptional job as its editor.

g. Publications Committee
i. Vinnie and Eric were commended for their efforts in producing the Restorer and The Driveline.
ii. St. Louis Chapter’s Driveline delivery issues continue to be monitored.

h. Public Relations
i. Hendricks Performance continues to be one of our largest contributors for the National Conventions
ii. GM provided many of their facilities, tours and people for several activities in Novi, MI.

2. Old Business
a. NCRSArchives

i.The NCRS will retain ownership of all current materials and store the originals at the AACA.
ii. NCRS will provide copies to the NCM
iii. The NCRS will continue to contribute additional document copies in the future if NCRS is given approval by the person 
donating.
iv. Members will be able to access the documents for free at the AACA.

b. NCRS Foundation
i. A proposal to have The Foundation purpose & mission statement, along with the Scholarship Program revisited during the 
Annual Board meeting, in March, passed unanimously.

3. New Business
a. Restorer Personalized Front Cover Proposal

i. A proposal to make a personalized Restorer simulated cover photograph of a member’s Corvette available for sale to NCRS 
members, was unanimously passed. Watch for details in The Restorer.

b. Publications
i. The proposal to have The Restorer cover be printed on UV coated paper passed unanimously.
ii. The proposal to print The Driveline advertisements in color was also passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 3:10 pm
Date of the next Board meeting – March, 2012
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BOARD MEMBERS AND SUPPORT
Chairman • Carl Davidson • chairman@nwncrs.org • 206.595.3204

Vice Chairman • Mike Doty • corvettemikenw@charter.net • 509.480.0790
Secretary • David Artz • secretary@nwncrs.org • 253.307.1022

Treasurer • Larry Richter • treasurer@nwncrs.org • 360.274.4241
Judging Chairman • Wayne Loron • judgingchairman@nwncrs.org • 253.638.6763

Membership Chairperson • Tammy Shirley • membership@nwncrs.org • 509.560.0250
Newsletter Editor • Peter Jens Berger • editor@nwncrs.org • 971.570.1284

Webmaster • Mike Doty • webmaster@nwncrs.org • 509.480.0790

AREA COORDINATORS
Boise Area - Eastern Oregon & Southern Oregon

Bert Lukens • abclukens@aol.com • 541.330.0277
Eugene Area - Willamette Valley & Southwestern Oregon

Chuck Dutoit • vetfuelie@gmail.com • 503.393.3928
Portland Area - Northwestern Oregon & Southwestern Washington

David Hughes • mlcorvettes@yahoo.com • 503.668.3693
Seattle Area - Northwestern Washington & Puget Sound
Bob Johansen • rjohansen@comcast.net • 425.869.9533

Spokane Area - Spokane, Coeur d’Alene, Eastern Washington & Northwest Idaho
Mike Doty • corvettemikenw@charter.net • 509.480.0790

ADVISORS TO THE BOARD (non-voting)
Past Chairman • Wayne Loron • judgingchairman@nwncrs.org • 253.638.6763

Historian • Bert Lukens • abclukens@aol.com • 541.330.0277
Legal Counsel • Will Carey • wcarey@gorge.net • 541.386.1934
Region VIII Representative - AK, ID, MT, OR, WA, AB, BC & SK

Arland Dower • akadower@comcast.net • 360.896.5334

Founded December 12, 1978 
Circulation 150

www.nwncrs.org 

NCRS registered marks used in “The Front Bumper” are NCRS 
Founders Awards®, NCRS Master Judge Awards®, NCRS 
Performance Verification Awards®, NCRS Flight Awards®, and 
NCRS Sportsman Awards® are registered with the United 
States Department of Commerce and Trademark Office. The 
NCRS American Heritage Award® Application is pending.

2011 Northwest chapter NCRS ORGANIZATION


