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 October- november 2012

Chairman’s Message
After reading the Restorer the other night, and reading the 
President’s article, it is comforting to know I am not alone 
in my Corvette addiction. For the past 2 months after work 
and on weekends, I have been removing paint and a tilt 
front end from a pair of mid-year project cars. If anyone 
wants to install a front clip on a ‘66 for a real reasonable 
price, you have my number. I wish to thank everyone for 
participating in the Corvette weekend the end of August. A 
special thanks goes out to Dan, Sue, Brown, and Sarah for 
being great hosts. The fabulous weather was a bonus also. 
September saw the chapter finalize our Christmas brunch 
get together at the Bud Bay Café December 9th, 11am in 
Olympia. I believe they are giving us the upper room as they did a couple years ago. We will 
have a board/membership meeting after the brunch. Please plan on attending and RSVP to 
me by Thanksgiving.
September also saw the chapter sign the contracts for the 2014 Regional meet in Tacoma. 
Thank you Carl for working with the Lemay Museum in trying to satisfy our needs. After 
looking at the logistics of the area and more importantly, the costs, we elected to rent the 
Tacoma convention center instead. The convention center ended up being less expensive 
than LeMay and is across the street from our wonderful host hotel, the Murano. The 
convention center has more than twice the space of Seaside but is 5 times the cost. The 
chapter is looking for sponsors for this event, and sales to the public viewing the cars, will 
help pay for part of the rent. We will promote this regional as a vacation destination, not just 
your average regional meet. We plan on group tours of the Lemay Museum, Seattle, Mt. 
Rainier, plus the various museums within walking distance of our hotel. Dave Artz has been 
our point man on dealings with these Tacoma entities to make sure we have a huge and very 
successful regional.

We only have a couple events planned for 2013 so far besides of course, the Puyallup swap 
meet. We have a regional in early June in South Lake Tahoe that a few members are planning 
on going to. The big event for the Northwest chapter and the BC chapter will be a chapter 
event in Puyallup in August coinciding with Larry Johnson’s 500 corvette celebration. We 
already have a couple early C 3s that would like to be judged. This class was almost 
nonexistent in Seaside. For planning purposes, let us know early if you would like your car 
judged and if you will be attending.
As I am forever thinking about corvettes and the future, I am already planning for road tours 
the next 3 years. Since some members are going to Tahoe next years, we might as well go as 
a group. So far, I believe there will be 3 trailered cars attending the meet, as well as some of 
us point chasers(judges)driving corvettes.
The 2014 National  convention is in Kansas City and I will volunteer to lead the group on 
this National  road tour. We can take a slower pace than we did in 2011 since it is quite a bit 
closer. Carl can turn off his detector on the trip East…..returning home might be a different 
story. The 2015 National road tour will end up near Denver, which will be an easier trip than 
the previous few road tours. Again, I am planning on leading this tour. Going through 
Wyoming 2 years in a row does not sound exciting to me.  Guess we need to check the Atlas 
for other routes. Ideas from our chapter members  on what we should see along the way  will 
be appreciated as Tammy and I have not stopped and smelled the roses much on previous 
tours. It would be great if we could assemble a big group of tour members  to each of these 
road tours. - Mike Doty



2012 EVENT SCHEDULE

BOARD MEMBERS AND SUPPORT
Chairman • Mike Doty • chairman@nwncrs.org • 509.480.0790

Vice Chairman • John Paul Nelson III • johnpaul3@comcast.net • 206.567.5433
Secretary • David Artz • secretary@nwncrs.org • 253.307.1022

Treasurer • Valerie Johansen • vjohansen@comcast.net • 425-869-9533
Judging Chairman • Carl Davidson & Mike Doty  • judgingchairman@nwncrs.org

Membership Chairperson • Tammy Shirley • membership@nwncrs.org • 509.560.0250
Newsletter Editor • Peter Jens Berger • editor@nwncrs.org • 971.570.1284

Webmaster • Marc Kramer • webmaster@nwncrs.org • 425.357.9240

AREA COORDINATORS
Boise Area - Eastern Oregon & Southern Oregon

Bert Lukens • abclukens@aol.com • 541.330.0277
Eugene Area - Willamette Valley & Southwestern Oregon

Chuck Dutoit • vetfuelie@gmail.com • 503.393.3928
Portland Area - Northwestern Oregon & Southwestern Washington

David Hughes • mlcorvettes@yahoo.com • 503.668.3693
Seattle Area - Northwestern Washington & Puget Sound
Bob Johansen • rjohansen@comcast.net • 425.869.9533

Spokane Area - Spokane, Coeur d’Alene, Eastern Washington & Northwest Idaho
Mike Doty • corvettemikenw@charter.net • 509.480.0790

ADVISORS TO THE BOARD (non-voting)
Past Chairman • Wayne Loron • judgingchairman@nwncrs.org • 253.638.6763

Historian • Bert Lukens • abclukens@aol.com • 541.330.0277
Legal Counsel • Will Carey • wcarey@gorge.net • 541.386.1934
Region VIII Representative - AK, ID, MT, OR, WA, AB, BC & SK

Carl Davidson • davcarl@aol.com • 206.595.3204

2012 Northwest chapter NCRS ORGANIZATION

December 9
Bud Bay Cafe @ Olympia, WA

1994 Corvette coupe, arctic white w/black interior, 69K miles, 5.7 liter sequential fuel injection V8 
base LT1 engine at 300hp, 6-spd manual trans, preferred equipment group 1, Z07 adjustable 
suspension w/FX3 electronic selective ride and handling, AQ9 leather adjustable sport bucket seats, 
C2L roof package, U1F stereo system w/CD Delco-Bose and cassette, UJ6 low tire pressure warning, 
AC1 pwr psnger seat. NCM documentation included. $14,900. Call Randy Corrigan at 360-923-1400 
(10AM-8PM) or 360-918-1602 (11AM-6PM) or email rcorrigan5@comcast.net.

Pace 24 ft. enclosed car hauler. This is a high-end quality trailer. Dual 5200 lb. torsion suspension 
axles, finished interior, cabinets, 30 amp electrical panel, overhead lights, 110v outlets, extended 
height, winch, add-on racks, sidewall e-track, and more. Great car hauler or race trailer, ATV hauler, 
or go-kart trailer. $13,500.
Call or email for photos and more details. Email spikesmith@onlinenw.com or call 503-625-6748

classifieds



Please check www.nwncrs.org for updated information.

2nd call for nominations for 2013 chapter officers

TECH TIP:  It is usually easy to see which part is a left-hand item and 
which is for the right side of the car.  Sometimes, it is not so obvious.  In 
general, the part number (or casting number) for a left-hand part will end 
with an odd numeral, 1, 3, 5, 7, or 9, and part numbers for right-hand 
items will end with an even numeral, 2, 4, 6, 8 or 0.  For example, the tail 
light housings for a 1961 Corvette are numbered 899629 and 899631 for 
the left-hand housings, and the right-side housings carry the numbers 
899630 and 899632.
There are always exceptions!  The horns for a 1961 Corvette are 
numbered 9000441 for the right side, and 9000442 for the left side. 
 There may be other exceptions, so always check your Judging Guide and 
the Assembly Manual.

One of the things to watch out for looking when looking for cast parts, is to determine where the 
casting was made.  I recently saw a 3749965 left-hand exhaust manifold that was used on all 58-
61 Chevrolet and Corvette 283’s and some 250hp 327’s.  Upon close inspection, I determined that 
it was cast in Tonawanda, NY, and therefore was not correct for any small-block Corvette.
All small block Corvette engines were assembled in Flint, MI from castings poured in Saginaw, MI, 
then the engines were shipped to St. Louis, MO for installation into Corvettes.  This exhaust 
manifold was originally installed on a 283 cu. in. passenger car engine in Tonawanda, and shipped 
to an assembly plant on the east coast.
The differences I observed between the Saginaw casting and the one from Tonawanda were: the 
casting numbers on the Tonawanda piece are approx. twice as tall as the Saginaw part; the 
Tonawanda manifold is cast with a “T” about one inch tall on the face; the casting date on the 
Tonawanda part had a full date code A-14-59, whereas Saginaw castings only carry the month and 
day of the month (no year); and Tonawanda castings usually have the letters “conv” cast onto the 
part along with the big “T”. - Wayne Loren

Membership report

The Northwest Chapter would like to welcome our newest members:
Steve and Kathy Blanchard, Gig  Harbor, WA, owners of a ‘67 coupe. 
Bob Gehrmann, North Bend, OR , owner of a 1961 and John Hyland, 
Springfield , OR.

Just a reminder, we are still getting undeliverable emails back when 
sending out broadcast emails from our National Data system. If you 
have not been receiving emails from Mike Doty or myself, it means 
your e-mail address with the Nationals needs to be updated. If you 
have any questions or need help in updating your information with the 
National Data Base, please let me know.

John Paul Nelson III has added information regarding the NCRS Jacket. If you are interested 
please give John Paul a call. This is a good Christmas gift idea. Thanks again John Paul and Cece 
for taking on this task....... I am sure if you are purchasing this jacket for a Christmas gift, John 
Paul will keep the secret. - Tammy Shirley



Where to begin? I have been asked to write about my life with Corvettes. This is how it all happened...

1963. Gambrills, Maryland. A Texaco station, a father and son business. The son has a new 63 Corvette 
convertible. He asks me if I would like to go for a ride. I have never been in a fast car before. Yes I had driven 
fast, but never accelerated in such a way that I could not get my head off the back of the seat until the shift 
points. I am hanging on to the grab bar in front of me and I am sure that my knuckles are white. My head is in 
and out of the back of my seat every time he shifts and hits the throttle. I look over at him trying to gather the 
words and he has a filtered cigarette gripped in his teeth and looking at me with that sh*it-grinning smile that 
says I got you now. That is how it all started, I was hooked I had to have one of these Corvettes.

Move forward from 1963 to 1983. Several jobs, 5 children and a home in Seattle. I dream of getting a Corvette 
is still alive, but you can’t raise a lot of kids and have a Corvette at the same time. But I am determined to have 
one before I reach that older than sin age of 40. At this point in my life I have never heard of NCRS. I don’t 
know who they are, what they do, or their purpose in life is all about.

So, I sure you now know where this is heading. I found a car, local, red/red 1963 Corvette 327/300. Looks 
good, runs good what I think to be a pretty sound car. I purchase the car, bring along a friend, he is going to 
follow me home. First thing that happens is that it’s getting dark so I turn on the headlights and I get this 
flashing red light on the dash right next to a red light that says brake. Gee, the light don’t seem to light the road 
ahead of me very far. I have no clue. My friend says the lights are on but pointed inward. OH I guess I should 
have rotated the light buckets, how do I do that? I get it figured out and get them partially up,(don’t find that out 
until after I get home and see that they both are pointed in different directions). Brake red light on the dash is 
still on. I turn the brake lever to the left and push down and the light goes off. I must have driven with the 
emergency brake on. We go a couple of miles on 520 headed toward Seattle and just before we get to the 
floating bridge the car start dying, great! My friend is still with me, so we stop on the side of the road, open the 
hood check spark, coil wires, air cleaner (none). It will not start. Open the lid for the fuel tank and guess what, 
no gas. I wait with the car and my friend goes and gets a gallon of gas. No more troubles the car is now home 
and in the garage.

For the next month I start cleaning and looking over the car, lots of minor things to fix. I start the search for its 
history. Made contact with 3 or so previous owners. Car history goes back to 1966; It traveled from Texas to 
New Mexico and on to Washington. I am the 9 or 10 owner for which I can find a record.

1984 I find out about NCRS. I meet Bob Unger at Western Corvette and buy a bunch of books about Corvettes. 
Wow is there a lot of information. I join NCRS, member number 7233. I get a judging manual for 63-64. I start 
looking at the numbers on the car and do my comparisons.  Engine and Tranny are coded with the same serial 
number as the title. A lot of the components on the engine need to be replaced, Rt. exhaust manifold, Alternator, 
water pump, fuel pump, rear trailing arms, but from what I am reading everything, according to NCRS, is here. 
Trailing Arms I am trying to get one of the arms out of the car, but the bolt won’t clear the outside of the frame.  
The bolt on the other side is fine, but they both run in the same direction. Weird, can’t figure that out, must have 
been something done at the factory when the car was new.

Now it is 1987 and I have spent three years, going to swap meets all over the country gathering parts, verifying 
numbers and cleaning, everything is spotless, on top of the car and under the car. So now that I have joined 
NCRS and have a car, I guess its time to have it judged. So as I am reading the judging manual to finish off the 
things that are “not typical or service replacement” I find this one area that talks about frame numbers.  Well, I 
not checked that before I wonder where it is. Found it, but it doesn’t match the numbers on the trim tag, the title 
the transmission and the motor. What’s up with that? Remember a few paragraphs back I told you that I couldn’t 
get one of the bolts out of one of the trailing arms because it was too long and I couldn’t get past the frame. Now 
the light comes on. The car has been reframed. Someone had the body off this car, rebuilt the trailing arms, put 
the bolts in wrong and put the body back on a new frame. Bummer, car is bogus. I am devastated, If only I had 
met some NCRS people before I bought this car. I sold it and moved on, three years of work and countless 
dollars gone.

That was a long time ago almost 30 years. I can’t tell you how many cars I have looked at since and have never 
had an experience like that one. I am still involved with the hobby and still enjoy playing with cars. That is my 
story of how I got involved with NCRS, Thanks for listening. -Carl Davidson

how it all happened...

almost 30 years ago



friendships
Friendships. We all have them and some of the friends we have, 
over the years seem to dissolve in many different ways. This 
friendship that I write about is not too far off topic for our club news 
letter because it does involve Corvettes.

Let me take you back to 1957. I can’t tell you their ages, so you 
will need to guess. These little girls share most everything from 
dolls to horses and, by the way, that is “Bubbles” the gentle steed 
upon which they ride. Horse back riding is pretty much an everyday 
occurrence or Susie and Judy are playing in the woods and making 
forts where they are setting up house and practicing for the day 
when it is for real...

The parents of these little girls are neighbors and the kind of 
neighbors that are courteous, always wave at each other when 
seen, but not as close of friends to have coffee every day. I’m sure 
work schedules and more pressing issues were at hand to preclude 
the coffee stops. It is the closeness of the friendship of these little 
girls that is the common thread.

Of course, these kids are not immune from getting nick-names 
which is a favorite past time for Sue’s father.  The ones I can 
remember that have pretty much stuck to this day are: “Bim-Bop” 
and “Curly-Top.” Once again, I’ll let the reader choose what nick- 
name goes with which little girl.

Now, let me fast forward to the ‘70’s. These two little girls are now 
nearly grown up and are still best friends, still sharing the same 
interests. The dolls are pretty much gone, (but in storage) the 
horses are still in vogue, cars now make an interesting addition as 
well as boy-friends. As you might recall from the “It Was 1970” a 
short story submitted last year, you learned that if there is a new 
boy in the life of one another, it is the “job” for one of them to check 
out the new arrival, and, that is how I met Judy for the first time.

Some double dates are committed to but for that, I have to borrow 
my Dad’s ’57 Ford, his pride and joy, and I had to let him use the 
‘62 Vette. So, as you might guess, I usually drove the Vette for 
dates.

In January, 1973, Sue and I are married while in San Antonio, then 
off to Germany to finish up my enlisted time in the Army. Judy gets 
married and starts to have kids. All the time we are away, Sue and 
Judy keep in touch. Now that texting is in our lives, it is so easy to 
stay in touch and send off a message.

Judy loves cars and I think she can drive them better than me.  
Whenever the occasion arises, Judy is ready, willing, and able to 
take on the task of driving one of the cars. She has been to many 
car shows with us and is truly a pleasant person to be around and 
always helpful with most any task. She is the first to volunteer to 
help us for the car gatherings held at our home and is usually the 
last one to go to bed and the first up in the morning to make sure 
we are ready for the day.

Can anyone ask for a better friend or a longer lasting friendship? I 
am humbled by this long lasting friendship these two have 
maintained through the hard times, and the good times in their 
lives. Here’s to “Curly-Top” and “Bim-Bop.” May your friendship be 
forever.

forever



We wanted to thank 
everyone for taking the time 
to attend the Terminator 
Party at our home in Sequim 
and we hope that each one 
of you had a great time.    

terminator party - august 25, 2012

We want to also apologize 
for the error of charging some 
of you for the lunch.  It seems 
our communication with our 
“cashiers” was not a clear as 
we thought.                         

So, if you did pay for lunch, I 
need to send your money 
back to you.  Please just 
send an e-mail to me at 
kalinsd@msn.com along with 
your address and I will 
reimburse you for the lunch.



Name: _______________________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________
City:____________________ State:______ Zip:_________ 
Phone: ____________________________________
E-Mail:_______________________________________________________________

Make check payable to NW-NCRS.
Send check and order to:
John Paul Nelson III
10821 Pt. Vashon Dr., Vashon, WA 98070-3041
E-Mail John Paul at chazm5@comcast.net

Prices are as follows:
Base Jacket: $44.99 (XS – XL) [Note: Larger sizes available at increased cost.]
Shipping costs will be additional.

Options: Name: $5.00   Sm. Left Chest patch: $11.83   Lg. Back Patch:  $51.09 

Jacket 1: 
Indicate size and options. Size_______   Options:  Name         Sm. Patch        Lg. Patch

Circle the options above that you want.

Name to be embroidered on jacket: 
_______________________________________________

Jacket 2:
Indicate size and options. Size_______   Options:  Name         Sm. Patch        Lg. Patch

Circle the options above that you want.

Name to be embroidered on jacket: 
_______________________________________________

Total enclosed: $___________________ 

You can see an illustration of the jacket at:         
http://www.portauthorityclothing.com/servlet/portAuthority?cat=Port-Collection&style=J730

Port Authority® - Casual Microfiber Jacket. J730
Lightweight coverage and heightened comfort combine in one handsome style. Distinctly sleek and smooth, our 
wind and water resistant microfiber jacket is well-suited for casual and business wear. 
• Brushed microfiber shell 
• Poly/cotton body lining, polyester sleeve lining for easy on/off 
• Front snap pockets; interior zippered pocket 
• Rib knit cuffs and waistband 

nwncrs chapter jackets


