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The Front Bumper
C H A I R M E N ’ S M E SS AG E

Board Members

I am happy to say that winter is almost over, so get your cars out of hibernation and ready to drive.

Dan Johnson
danj@johnsonelect.com

Past Events

Stewart conducted a “tech session” on February 24th at Harold Runciman's
garage where we checked out his ’61 Big Brake Fuelie that he has had for
over 20 years and getting re-started with the restoration.
The local car was presented with the body off, so we could learn more about
“big brake” cars. Harold said the information that the chapter members gave
him was very helpful.
Stewart also conducted second “tech session / judging school” on March
17th at John Hopkins garage in Gig Harbor, where Greg Keith provided a
presentation about ’63 Z06 cars & ’63 Knock off wheels. Greg is the coauthor of a new book about this subject. There was much information provided about this subject along with factory documentation that was used in
generating his book.
Upcoming Events
June 16, 2018 / NW Chapter Judging Meet in Woodinville, WA (watch for
registration – we will be judging a few C2’s. Cars need to be pre-approved
by Stewart Lowe before registration). There will also be a Chapter membership meeting at the event and we will be voting on chapter By-laws revisions.
September 8, 2018 / 2018 NW Chapter Terminator Party in Post Falls,
Idaho. Gary & Kayla Main are hosting this year. Save the date (More information will be provided when plans get firmed up). Note:
Post Falls is only 5 ½ hours from Seattle area.
August 20-24, 2020 / NW Chapter will be hosting the Regional Judging
Meet at the Eagle Crest Resort in Redmond, Oregon. Those of you that
were unable to attend our 2017 Regional there…you have a second chance.
(More information will be provided when plans get firmed up).
See the events schedule for more activities (it is always being updated on our
chapter website). www.nwncrs.org next page>
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2019 Officer Elections
Per our by-laws, we need to open up elections for all officers. If you are
interested in any of the offices, please contact Dave McLeod (our chapter
secretary). If you have any questions of the duties / requirements, then
please contact me to discuss and I can provide information.
Misc.
If you have questions or concerns regarding NCRS National Issue...please
contact our Regional Director, Bob Johansen. Bob is your contact to the
National Board and he can address your questions. Bob’s email address is
rjohansen@comcast.net

Boise Area - Bert Lukens
abclukens@aol.com
541.330.0277
Eugene Area - Chuck Dutoit
vetfuelie@gmail.com
503.393.3928
Portland Area—Dean Sprecher
dean.sprecher@frontier.com.
Seattle Area - Bob Johansen
RJohansen@comcast.net

Thanks,
Dan Johnson / Chapter Chairman

Region VIII Director Report

AREA COORDINATORS

Submitted by :Bob Johansen

I attended my first National Board Meeting in March. I was very impressed with the people on the Board and their dedication to keeping the
NCRS the premier car club it has always been. NCRS is on a positive
track, and like last year, a small profit is being forecast for this year.

Spokane Area — Mike Doty
corvettemikenw@charter.net
509.480.0790
ADVISORS TO THE BOARD
(non-voting)
Past Chairman - Mike Doty
509.480.0790

Membership has increased slightly over the past year, and the average age
of new members has decreased slightly. Attracting new and younger members is a top priority of the Board, so if you have any ideas on how to help
achieve these goals, please let me know.
Registration for the National Convention in Las Vegas is currently open.
I encourage our members to attend, particularly this year as the location is
in the west. If you have not attended a National Convention before, this
would be a great one to attend. You can register for the Convention online
at www.ncrs.org.
The last thing I want to mention is support of the sponsors who help
NCRS. Reliable Carriers is now the preferred carrier of NCRS. If you are
planning on having your Corvette shipped to the Convention or are buying
or selling a car (not just Corvettes) requiring shipping, please consider Reliable. Be sure to mention that you are an NCRS member when you contact
them.
If you have any concerns, thoughts or ideas about NCRS and how to make
it a better organization for its members, please contact me.

Bob Johansen

Historian—Bert Lukens
abclukens@aol.com
541.330.0277

Legal Counsel -

Region VIII Representative - AK,
ID, MT, OR, WA, AB, BC & SK
Bob Johansen
RJohansen@comcast.net
425-286-9779

This Day in History

Courtesy History Channel

On this day in 1947, Henry Ford, the founder of Ford Motor Company, which developed the first
affordable, mass-produced car–the Model T–and also helped pioneer assembly-line manufacturing,
dies at his estate in Dearborn, Michigan, at the age of 83.
Ford was born July 30, 1863, on a farm located in present-day Dearborn. The eldest of six children,
he was educated in a one-room schoolhouse and as a teenager trained as an apprentice machinist in
Detroit. During the 1890s, while working as an engineer, Ford experimented with internal combustion engines and in 1896 built his first self-propelled, gas-engine vehicle, known as the Quadricycle.

Ford made two failed attempts at establishing a successful auto manufacturing company before incorporating the Ford Motor Company in 1903. Though Henry Ford was interested in massproducing an affordable car, his Detroit-based company initially made just a few cars per day. Then
in 1908, Ford introduced the Model T, which was easy to drive and maintain and sold for around
$850; the vehicle quickly became a huge success. Within 10 years, half of all cars in the U.S. were
Model Ts and by 1927, when the last Model T came off the assembly line, more than 15 million had
been sold.
By 1913, Ford’s factory in Highland, Michigan, featured a continuous moving assembly line: Workers remained in place, each adding a standardized part to the vehicle as it proceeded along the line.
The cost-efficient process, which soon enabled a new car to be churned out every 93 minutes, revolutionized the industry. Ford’s other innovations included the introduction, in 1914, of the $5 per
day minimum wage and the eight-hour workday, at a time when most auto industry workers earned
less than half that amount for a nine-hour day. Ford’s fair wage made it possible for ordinary factory workers to buy the cars they built and helped, in part, to create the American middle class.
Despite Henry Ford’s vision and success, his company was criticized for not responding fast enough
to consumer demands for new models in the 1920s, which allowed General Motors to pull ahead
and become the world’s biggest automaker until 2008, when it was surpassed by Japan-based Toyota.

Big Brake Judging School
On February 24th about 30
members braved the threat of a
Flurry in Seattle and gathered in
Harold and Pamela Runciman’s
garage to admire and judge the
chassis of their 61 Fawn Beige
Big Brake Corvette.
20 years ago the Runciman’s
knew they had found a great
piece of history and bought it
while they could. Much of the
last two decades were about being good parents for their children, but after 20 years the 61’s
time has finally come.
For many 20 years may seem
like a lifetime and I can only
appreciate the foresight that
Harold had to scoop up this
piece of history while he could.
I had shared with Harold it is
amazing he was able to keep
this project tucked in the corner
for so long without anything
being damaged. This is a testimony to Harold’s planning and
his meticulous nature.
One of the challenges of buying
a car partially restored and
stashing it for 20 years has proven to be the NCRS has learned
and documented so much since
the project started. It’s a bitter
sweet thing, but thankfully the
list of items to correct was pretty short and the Runciman’s
were thankful for our the feedback

Courtesy of Runciman Family

Over the last couple
decades the Fawn Beige
Lacquer has held up
amazingly and is anxiously awaiting its final
reassembly and buff.
Stewart Lowe our Judging Chairmen and resident paint expert took
this opportunity to
share the attributes of
Lacquer paint and discuss how if differs from
the modern materials
available now.

Fiberglass Judging School Update
Last year about this
time, my 1967 convertible was used as part of
Stewart’s fiberglass tech
session. The car at that
time had been stripped
of most of its paint, exposing several body
‘issues’.

For those of you who
attended that tech session, I thought you
might be interested in
knowing that actual
progress on the restoration has been made
since then.

The body work and
paint has been completed, the chassis totally
restored, and body and
chassis re-united. Following are a few pictures of the ‘before’ and
‘after’.

Courtesy Bob Johansen
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NORTHWEST CHAPTER of the NATIONAL CORVETTE RESTORERS SOCIETY (NW-NCRS)
Board Meeting Minutes

Date: 2-10-2018
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Forwarded from John Paul and
courtesy of Super Chevy

I’d heard people say, “Oh, Harry still has that car in his parent’s barn. I’d just never
seen it,” Kris Smith said.
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Delco Starter # 1107664 dated 8 G 10 ( July 10, 1958 ) has just been restored by Acme Auto Electric of Seattle. Asking $ 140. John Paul johnpaul3@comcast.net or 206 567 5433
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N o r t h w e s t

C h a p t e r

N a t i o n a l C o r v e t t e
R e s t o r e r s S o c i e t y
4944 Bering St. NW
Gig Harbor, WA. 98332

Great Cars and Great People

